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Every day poor discouraged friendless men 
come to St. Christopher's Inn hungry, footsore, 
and weary. We do what we can to take care 
of their needs and help them back on their 
feet. Last year we sheltered over 5,000 dif- 
ferent men at St. Christopher's Inn and served 
them over 150,000 meals. At present, with 
our newly completed addition, St. Christo- 
pher’s Inn can house 200 men. 

Your Meal Bond will enable us to continue 
this good work. 

Each Meal Bond entitles you to a remem- 
brance in the prayers and good works of the 


Send bond subscriptions to the Father General, Graymoor, Garrison, New York 


MEAL BONDS 


THE HUNGRY 





Graymcer Friars and of the men who come to 
us for aid. In addition, for each Meal Bond 
donated, the Friars will arrange a set of 
Gregorian Masses to be said either for you 
after you die, or for someone else after he or 
she dies, or immediately for someone who is 
already deceased. This set of Gregorian 
Masses is our thanks to you for helping us in 
performing the Corporal Works of Mercy. 

If you would like to know more about 
St. Christopher's Inn, what it is, how it began 
and what it does, we will be only too glad 


__ to send you a brochure. 
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THIS MONTH 
Christmas Joy 


To each and every one of you, 
our readers, all of us at Graymoor 
extend cordial wishes that you all 
may have a very happy Christmas 
and that the peace and the joy of 
Christ may fill your hearts. We shall 
all pray particularly hard for you at 
Christmas time. In return may we 
ask that when you receive the Babe 
of Bethlehem in Communion on 
Christmas Day you remember us in 
your prayers so that God may make 
us good and profitable servants. 
Please say a few prayers too for the 
success of our Christian Unity work 
and for the success of our missions 
both at home and abroad. 

We are having several novenas of 
Masses said at Christmas time for our 
benefactors. If you wish to have 
your intentions included in these 
novenas, please send them in to us. 

- es @ 
It’s Up to You 

We would like to call your par- 
ticular attention to the article “The 
Movies, the Legion, and You” by 
John J. Ryan. We have included it 
in this issue of THe Lamp because 
in most of the dioceses of the United 
States the pledge of the Legion of 
Decency is taken on the Sunday 
closest to December 8th. We feel 
very strongly that the defiant Movie 
Producers who insist on producing 
and distributing unsavory pictures 
must be brought to their senses. An 
appeal to their conscience seems to 
be useless. Bluntly, the only thing 
that will have any effect is an aggres- 
sive assault on their pocketbooks. If 
they lose money on bad _ pictures, 
they will use their talents to produce 
good pictures. So, be serious in the 
Legion of Decency pledge that you 
make. Resolve to support the good 
pictures that are produced, and with- 
hold your support from the occa- 
sional bad ones that come along. 

Pick. 9m 


St. Francis and the Crib 

During the past ten years or so 
Christmas Cribs have become quite 
numerous. Parents set them up at 
home and even business organiza- 
tions set them up outdoors to impress 
on everyone’s mind that Christmas is 





Ye Pr ere 
OUR COVER: Rest on the Flight into 
Egypt. Painted by Gerard David 





primarily a religious feast. And this 
is all very good, but whence did the 
idea of the Christmas Crib originally 
come? 

Fr. Titus Cranny, S.A., our Asso- 
ciate Editor, has answered this ques- 
tion for you. We are sure that you 
will enjoy his article “Francis, Grec- 
cio and the Christ Child.” 

. ee 8 


Students for the Priesthood 
The Committee on Admissions is 
now meeting regularly to accept 
students who wish to become Gray- 
moor Priests. You can qualify if you 
are of High School or College age. 
But the time is short and so we 
advise anyone who is interested to 
write immediately for further in- 
formation to 
Director of Vocations 
Graymoor, Garrison, N. Y. 
¢$.4.% # 


More Old Clothes Needed 

Recently we had a letter from 
Father John Marie, $.A., who is now 
stationed at St. Sophie’s Mission in 
Lumberton, N. C. Father John asked 
us to put in an appeal in THe Lamp 
for him, requesting that our readers 
send him serviceable old clothing 
that he could distribute to his poor. 
He can use clothing of any kind; 
men’s, women’s, or children’s. We 
had intended to include this appeal 
with our Graymoor Annals because 
we wanted to tell you a little bit 
more about Father John Marie who 
has done such good, but unpubli- 
cized, work for the past 15 years of 
his priesthood. However, we ran out 
of space and so we will have to let 
that part of it go until next month. 
But meanwhile, would you look 
around in your closets and drawers 
and attics to see if you haven't got 
something that Father John Marie 
could use? His address is: 

Father John Marie Bursis, S.A. 

St. Madeleine’s Mission 

Lumberton, North Carolina 











Every Tuesday 
A NEW 


St. Anthony 
NOVENA 
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Finder of things lost 
Worker of miracles 
Helper in necessities 


Ever since his canonization St. 
Anthony has been a favorite 
saint of millions. His interest 
in man and his prompt help 
have made him loved by all. 


Every day we receive many 
petitions to be included in our 
perpetual novena. Many 
letters of thanksgiving for 
favors are received every day. 


Why not invoke 
SAINT ANTHONY 
in your need 
A NEW NOVENA BEGINS EVERY TUESDAY 
FRANCISCAN FRIARS 
OF THE ATONEMENT 
GRAYMOOR, GARRISON, NEW YORK 
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Correspondence 





St. Pius X 

Dear Father: If you have any more left, 
I would like to have another medal 
which touched the body of St. Pius X. 
I am enclosing $1.00, not to pay for it, 
but to defray cost of mailing, purchasing 
the medals, ete. 

The medal you sent me some time 
ago served a wonderful purpose. I had a 
cystic condition in both breasts which 
the doctors said could not be cured. They 
said I would have to live with it, pain- 
ful though it may be. And it was painful. 
Sometimes I used to sit down and cry. 
One specialist wanted to amputate, but 
in order to be sure my husband insisted 
I go to Barnes Hospital here and con- 
sult a specialist. He refused to operate 
because he felt unless the condition 
would later become cancer, he hesitated 
to mutilate a young woman. Even pleas 
to remove the painful spots were to no 
avail. Medication helped somewhat, but 
only temporarily. There came a day 
when the doctor said “No more medicine 
unless they get worse.” 

About the time your medal came, both 
breasts were again becoming extremely 
painful. I had decided to go back to the 
doctor and ask him for some more medi- 
cine. The thing that struck me was the 
fact that the medal had actually touched 
the body of St. Pius. This may sound 
silly to you, but I pinned the medal to 
my brassiere touching the left breast 
which was the most painful. I thought 
if just that one were helped I could 
stand the discomfort in the right one. 
After two months all soreness disap- 
peared. There is not a trace of it left. I 
know that St. Pius’ prayers persuaded 
God to help me, because the condition 
started in 1945. 

Last week I learned about a woman 
who was dying from childbirth. She has 
six children at home counting the new 
baby. Two children are married. Well, I 
guess an Irishman can’t be selfish, so I 
gave the medal to the woman’s daughter. 
I told her about my experience and in- 
structed her to pray to St. Pius. Over 
the weekend I prayed for the mother and 
offered Communion for her. This past 
Monday the daughter told me her mother 
is recovering. St. Jude has been invoked 
too by the family, but why not have two 
“big wheels” in the act. 

I may be nuts, but I think St. Pius 
must like women and understand them. 
He loved children and who bears the 
kids? Before I even knew he was going 
to be canonized, I used to feel grateful 
to him because I made my First Com- 
munion when I was seven years old. My 
mother had told me she had to wait 
until she was 14, 

Now you can understand why I would 
cherish another medal. I know I could 
buy one at a religious store, but it would 
not have touched the saint’s body. I 





think I will get some anyway, have them 
blessed and distribute them when I hear 
of illness. Then I can keep my special 
one. 

Thank you Father for the first one, 
and I hope you have not run out. 


Mrs. R.B. 


Eyesight Restored 

Dear Father: About two years ago I was 
at Graymoor and had the relic of St. 
Anthony applied to my eyes for blind- 
ness. Since that time they have said a 
number of Novenas for me and _ last 
March my eyesight came back in one 
eye and I am praying it will in the other. 

Today I visited the Shrine again and 
had the relic of St. Anthony applied. 

My husband and I both have been 
taking instructions since July in the Cath- 
olic religion. We have two more weeks 
to finish. It was through the prayers of 
Graymoor and my eyesight that caused 
us to turn to the Catholic religion. 
Please remember me and my husband 
in your prayers, especially for my eye- 
sight. Mrs. C.L., Saugerties, N. Y. 


Thanks to St. Anthony 
Dear Father: Enclosed please find $5.00. 
I would like to offer up $3.00 to St. 
Anthony’s Burse for a favor received. I 
promised St. Anthony this offering if 
my prayers were answered. If you can 
would you publish this. The balance of 
$2.00 will be for renewal of THe Lamp. 
Lillian B. Falone 


Transfer Home 

Dear Father: Enclosed is my check for 
$10.00 which represents a savings of 
$1.00 for ten weeks in thanksgiving to 
St. Anthony for many favors received in 
my recent transfer from Chicago to my 
home. I promised him publication and 
an alms if all would go well. Thank you 
St. Anthony. H. G, 


Favors Granted 

Dear Father: I was granted a favor 
through the intercession of St. Jude, 
St. Rita, St. Anne and the Blessed 
Mother. I made a promise that if this 
request was granted I would write to 
you and ask to have this published. 

(Continued on page 4) 
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GRATITUDE 


S this year of 1955 comes to a close, we Amer- 
icans have much to be grateful for. God 
has blessed our country with great material 
prosperity. Business, generally speaking, is 

booming all over the country and, except in certain 
localities, there is plenty of work for all. On the 
whole, in this country, the laboring man is treated 
pretty well, and salaries and working condition are 
about the best that they have ever been. 

Though there is political unrest in Africa and in 
the Near East, and though small wars are being 
fought there and in Asia, still the immediate threat 
of World War III seems not to exist. It is true that 
the peace that we have is an uneasy one. The cold 
war still goes on. But even so, a cold war and an un- 
easy peace are much better than a world conflagra- 
tion that would destroy victors and vanquished alike. 

The Church in the United States reflects the 
prosperity of the country. New parishes, schools, 
hospitals, and other institutions are being built. 
Catholic colleges are expanding to accommodate 
their increased enrollment. The Catholic Press as 
a whole is obtaining higher circulation and is in- 
creasing its influence. 

The social attitude of our country is favorable 
to religion and to Catholicism. It is true that we do 
have our vicious critics like Oxnam and Blanchard, 
but while their fulminations and tirades are very 
annoying, still their influence with the great major- 
ity of fair-minded Americans is not very great. 


or all of these blessings, both spiritual and tem- 
F poral, we should give heartfelt thanks to God. He 
has lavishly poured His gifts on this country of ours 
and it would be the height of stupidity if we were 
to forget this fact, and ever allow ourselves to be- 
lieve that the good life we have is éntirely a prod- 
uct of our own industry and ingenuity: We are 
ingenious and we are industrious, but the comfort 
and freedom that we enjoy come primarily from the 
bounty of God. Peoples in other lands, equally in- 
dustrious and ingenious, do not have the advantages 
that are ours. 


Through no fault of their own, many people in 


other parts of the world suffer poverty, disease, and 
hunger. Actual wars in which men are maimed and 
die are even now being fought in many places. In 
such nations as China, Russia, and the Red Satellites 
ruthless tyrants hold the power of life and death over 
subjugated populations. In these countries, the pall 
of fear hangs heavy over everyone. Distrust and sus- 
picion are rampant. Friend fears friend, and parents 
even fear their children lest an unguarded word or 
a political criticism be reported and condemn the 
speaker to a concentration camp. 

In some of these countries, it is true, Churches 
are open, Mass is said, the Sacraments are conferred, 
and sermons are preached. But even so, freedom of 
religion is lacking because the Church is hampered 
in her works of education, of charity, and of socio- 
logical endeavor. As Archbishop Gawlina, Protector 
and Guardian of all Poles in exile, said on his recent 
visit to this country: “The life of the Church is not 
only saying Mass and preaching, it is also engaging 
in the work of charity and religious instruction, and 
all that has been eliminated.” The influence of the 
Church, then, is seriously curtailed and the work of 
Christ is seriously hampered. 


nN other places abroad, even this minimum of 
] religion is interdict. The Church in truth is suffer- 
ing persecution as violent as those it underwent 
during the dark days of the early Roman Empire. 
Missionaries are being murdered and expelled, and 
real martyrs are bearing witness to the Faith with 
their lives. 

So, we cannot be complacent or smug in our per- 
sonal blessings. In the midst of our bounty, we 
cannot forget. our suffering brothers and sisters in 
other parts of the world, particularly during this 
Christmas season as we enjoy the comfort, the 
warmth, and the love of our families and our homes. 
We must keep them in our minds and in our hearts. 
We must pray for them that God will give them 
strength and courage to bear their suffering until the 
time of their deliverance. And when we have the op- 
portunity we must not hesitate to share our material 
bounty with them. > 
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We commend to the prayers of our \ 
readers the souls of the faithful t 
departed, and particularly the de- 
ceased subscribers and their near 
relatives whose deaths have been 
reported to us last month. Thirty 


Masses will be said for them. 


Joseph H. Glasemeyer, Mrs. George 
Hellehausch, Wilfred Ahmann, Lucia 
Greene, John P. Monaghan, Mrs. 
John M. Garavaglia, Mrs. James 
Molite, Miss Elizabeth Cullen, Mrs 
Johanna Roach, O. Taigo, John E 
MacEachen, Emily Vezina, Helen 
Germaine, Paul Racibarski, Jr., Mrs 
Mary Ellen Donald McKeon, Miss 
Camille McKeon, John Sugrue, James 
k Ouderkirk, Katherine Donnelly, 
Joseph Lange, May A. Duffy, 
Thomas Broderick, Mrs. Luke Fen- 
nessey, Mrs. Chomnard, Katherin 
Horan, Joseph Kollar, Alfred Me- 
Donald, Thomas Kieran, John An- 
derson, Francis George Flemming, 
Joseph L. Kania, Andrew Benedtto, 
Marie Pascole, Angelo Bernetto, 
Margaret Driscoll Kramer, Mrs, Nina 
Quinn, Mary Rudtke, Viola Blanche 
Gilley, Mrs. Lorella Woods, The 
McDonough Family, Wendell Clev- 
inger, James McDonnell, Alice Me- 
Donnell, Mrs Margaret Sullivan, 
Mrs. Adelaide Pierce, Phil & Albert 
Landry, Henry Kollner, Mrs, Charles 
Brown, Mr. & Mrs. Ferdinand Meis- 
neir, Clarence Hustedde, Ella Mutert, 
Mrs. B. J. Bernard, Mary Anderson, 
Mr. & Mrs. Pete Vassonie, Alphonse 
Pailley, Arthur P. Madise, Archie 
Taigo, Mrs. Mary Agnes Redmond, 
S. Sulinski, William Horan, Michael 
J. Volle, Mr. James McKeon, Miss 
Lyda McKeon, Mr. Walter McKeon, 
Angelo Panetti, Russell P. Bailey, 
Frederick V. Eichler, Sr., Herman 
Liening, Elizabeth Navin, Robert 
Francis, Alex Greenblatt, John Mc- 
f Mahon, Rose Kollar, Joseph Tonsor, 
4 Beatrice O’Brien, George Kaufman, 

Mrs. Harry Collins, Joseph Karlen, 
' William Moohan, Arcangela_ Rella, 
\ Francisco Mellio, Anna Florence 


A Godsell, Mrs. Mary Perez, Catherine 
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Delaney, Helen Mahoney, The 
Thomas Lunneen Family, The Adam 
( Gemney Family, Veronica Capria, 


Agnes Keeshan, Margaret McDon- 
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f nell, Mrs. Anna Taylor, Mrs. Hannah 
Mars, Philip Campbell, Mrs. Anna 
T. Edwards, Wasyl Skrutowski, Leo 
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I was even granted another request 
through St. Jude which I also promised 
would be published. I did not receive 
what I had prayed for but I was recon- 
ciled to it in such a way that I did not 
think possible. Mrs. L. C., 

Mingo Jct., Ohio 


Prayer Answered 

Dear Father: I promised $10.00 to St. 

Anthony and publication if a certain 

prayer was answered. It was, so find en- 

closed money to use as you wish. 
Carolyn Hannon, Illinois 


Two Jewels Restored 

Dear Father: Please thank St. Anthony 
for finding the diamond I lost and for 
sending my son home from the Marine 
Corps. You may publish this if you want 
to. Mrs. Evelyn Murphy, Illinois 


Apartment Found 

Dear Father: I asked St. Anthony to help 
find my sister an apartment. I promised 
him I would make public thanks if he 
helped me. We found one the first day 
she came back B. White, Ohio 


St. Christopher's Inn 

Dear Father: Is there any way that I 
could hear from someone there. A calen- 
dar or some memento to kee p me in mind 
of your wonderful group and some small 
way in which I could help. 

Years ago, when I was drinking hard, 
I stopped by there. was sober at the 
time but rather ragged and hungry. Now, 
after about twenty years of drinking, I 
have seen about seven years of sobriety. 
All through the Grace of God. 

From flop houses and missions I have 
finally realized a small but responsible 
position of trust and security. A small 
apartment now rather than the weeds 
and doorways that I slept in. 

All this I believe started when I 
stayed over at Graymoor. 

*. W. S., Massachusetts 


I 
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Headaches Gone 

Dear Father: I have been subject to 
nervous headaches all my life and the 
last year they have been more severe. I 
doctored but still I had headaches all the 
time. Then I made a Novena to St. 
Theresa of the Little Flower promising 
publication in THe Lamp if I got over 
them. I don’t have headaches any more 
and I am very grateful to St. Theresa of 
the Child Jesus. She has helped me 
before. Mrs. Martha King 


Recovery of Child 

Dear Father: My dear little grandson’s 
vaccination became infected and he was 
gravely ill. In desperation I turned to St. 
Anthony who has never refused me a 
favor. Miraculously the child began to re- 
cover immediately, and his young mother, 
who is a non-Catholic, gave all the credit 
to the blessed Saint. Mrs. W.K. 


Sale of Property 

Dear Father: I am enclosing a money or- 
der of $10.00 for St. Anthony's Bread for 
the poor. I promised St. Anthony $10.00 
and publication if my request for sale 
of my property went through. Thanks 
again to St. Anthony, it did. St. Anthony 
has never failed me. He is truly a won- 


derful Saint. A.V.B. 


Return to Sacraments 

Dear Father: Through St. Anthony’s in- 
tercession, my father, a fallen away Cath- 
olic, has returned to Church. It seems 
just like a complete miracle. However, I 
will keep praying to St. Anthony that he 
will continue to go to Church. Mrs. M. 


Lost Diamond 

Dear Father: The five dollars is to be 
used for St. Anthony’s Bread. There are 
so many favors I have received from 
dear St. Anthony and this time I prom- 
ised a donation and publication in Tue 
Lamp if you find the space. My daughter 
lost a diamond out of her wedding band 
with no hope of ever finding it as she 
had no idea just when or where she had 
lost it. The car she rides to work in was 
thoroughly gone over. At work, her 
friends kept it in mind, At home we were 
ever watchful for it. Many others had 
been in the car in the more than five 
weeks it was missing. After all this time, 
the driver saw something glistening in 
the upholstery when he went for his car 
in the parking lot. It proved to be the 
lost diamond. I felt sure the stone would 
turn up as St. Anthony seldom fails me. 
My daughter could not believe she would 
ever find it after so long a time. Just 
one more proof of St. Anthony’s miracle 
working power. I shall always feel a 
real miracle was performed once again 
by our dear Saint. 

I only hope that some one having a 
loss meaning much to them reads your 
Lamp for the courage and help it gives 
on so many problems. I began praying 
to St. Anthony after reading about him 
long ago in Tue Lamp. Mrs. L.C.F. 


Thanksgiving 

Dear Father: Enclosed please find my 
check for $27.00, $2.00 as my offering 
as a Graymoor Sponsor and the remain- 
ing $25.00 as a donation in thanksgiving 
for a favor received. 

Will you kindly acknowledge this in 
Tue Lamp as a thanksgiving offering to 
St. Anthony, the Blessed Mother and St. 
Jude. LF ot of 


Grand Vacation 
Dear Father: I am enclosing $2.00 for 
St. Anthony’s Bread in thanks for return 
of some money that was lost. I had never 
prayed to him before reading your arti- 
cles in Tue Lamp. He also provided for 
us a very lovely vacation for which we 
are very grateful. Mrs. C.L.W. 





If you have promised publication and your letter does not appear, do not become upset or worried. 
You keep your promise once you send us the letter and give us permission to publish it. 





























Significant .. . not superficial ...a beautiful gold leaf certificate and a picture of St. Francis 
embracing the crucified Christ beautifully printed in four colors and enclosed in a 
gold stamped maroon double folder that has the soft-like feeling of kid leather 
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urgatorial Society 

An ideal way in which to help your beloved dead is by enrolling them in the Gray- 
moor Purgatorial Society. The living may also be enrolled and participate in the 
spiritual benefits during life and after death. These benefits are: Remembrance in 


6,000 masses offered yearly for the Purgatorial members and a remembrance 
in 30,000 other masses, also in the prayers and the spiritual work of the Friars 
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PURGATORIAL SOCIETY 
Franciscan Friars of the Atonement, Graymoor. Garrison. New York Full payment $ __. Partial payment $ 


Dear Father: Enclosed please find enrollment as I have indicated below: 


= Living 











Single membership $5.00 ~~ Deceased ~~ Family membership—Living and Deceased—$25.00 = 
Send to. Poesy ae Enrolled by 
Street ee ee 
City Zone_ Sen City eS essuiions 
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Francis, Greccio, 


and the Christ Child 


BY TITUS CRANNY, S.A. 


tT was mid-Advent in the year 1223. Francis of 

Assisi was in his way back from Rome where 

he had visited Pope Honorius III and had 

secured from him approval of the Rule for the 
friars. He was happy for this blessing and he was 
happy too that the Holy Father had granted his re- 
quest to observe the feast of Christmas in a special 
way. 

As Francis tramped the muddy roads and pulled 
his cloak more tightly against the winter's driving 
sleet, his spirit soared. Soon he would again be in his 
beloved Rieti whose tranquil beauty seemed far re- 
moved from the noise and bustle of the outer world. 
He was attracted to this valley framed by hillsides 
with their undergrowth of myrtle, arbutus, and 
herbs, with the Judas trees that suddenly burst 
forth in the spring from clusters of oak and larches, 
amid the snow-drops, anemones, and cuclomes that 
flourished beneath sheltering boughs. In winter Fran- 
cis would see little of this luxuriant growth to delight 
his heart, but he could experience the thrill of seeing 
the snow-capped mountains standing sentinel over 
the valley. Besides he was thinking of Christmas 
which was for him “the Feast of Feasts because on 
that day the Most High Son of God became a poor 
little child. The images of the Babe he would kiss 
with avidity of soul, and his affection for it . . . caused 
him so stammer words of sweet delight after the 
manner of babes.” (Thomas of Celano) 


ovinc the Infant Christ with all the ardor of his 
heart, Francis wanted to re-live, as far as possible, 
the mystery of Bethlehem. He wanted to experience 
as deeply as he could the tremendous truth of the 
birth of the Saviour. Then as he lovingly thought and 
prayed, he conceived his plan; he would re-enact 
the Nativity in a new dramatic way. 
Soon Francis reached his fond Rieti, enclosed by 


mountain fastnesses on every side. Here he loved 
to pray, to talk with God in the lonely caves which 
were silent sanctuaries of special graces. Rieti was 
his second Assisi, his second home. Arriving at the 
cave where he usually stayed, probably the small 
rock-cell at Rainerio, he sent word at once to his 
good friend, Giovanni da Vellita, to come to him. 
Giovanni lived at Greccio, a few miles northward 
toward the Lake of Rieti and had met Francis while 
he was preaching there in 1217. Falling under the 
charm of his words, Giovanni had become a Penitent 
Brother, or as we say, a Tertiary. He was a man of 
some wealth and knowing Francis’ love of solitude, 
he had provided some caves in the high rock facing 
the town for the use of “the little Poor Man” and 
his brethren. At one of these caves he had built a 
hermitage. 


HEN Giovanni came, Francis greeted him warmly; 

then he confided his plan to him. “If thou art 
willing to celebrate this holy fast with us,” he said, 
“prepare diligently what I tell thee. I desire to repres- 
ent the birth of the Child of Bethlehem in such a 
way that with the eyes of our bodies we may see all 
that He suffered for the lack of necessities for a 
new-born babe, and how He lay in the manger be- 
tween the ox and the ass.” 

Gladly Giovanni assented to the proposal and 
went to Greccio. The little town stood upon a high 
rocky ledge within a wide hollow, over-looking com- 
fortable homes and fertile fields. At the top of the 
rock, sheltered by woods, stood the little hermitage. 
Here as he had been directed, Giovanni built a stable 
with a manger and near the manger an altar. He 
brought the hay and the animals as Francis had re- 
quested. 

On Christmas Eve the whole district was astir. 
The people were delighted that (Cont. on page 18) 


St. Francis of Assisi always considered Christmas the 


Feast of Feasts because on that day the Most High Son of God 


became a poor little Child. And he would do Him honor 
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BY JOHN J. RYAN 


EEN any good movies lately? Chances are you 

have. The motion picture industry, well past 

the panic that TV initially brought and 

through with the frantic experimentation with 
poloroid glasses and a new dimension, has been 
luring customers to the box office by offering dozens 
of exceptionally fine films in the past few years. 
In the words of filmdom’s own slogan “Movies are 
better than ever.” 

But a new current of unrest is running through 
the movie making business. For the first time in 
over 20 years films have been produced and re- 
leased which have not only received a Condemned 
rating by the Legion of Decency but which failed 
also to obtain the industry’s own Seal of Approval. 
This Seal has signified adherence to the industry's 
own set of standards known as the Motion Picture 
Production Code. 

Every major film made in America in the past 
two decades has borne that Seal—some 17,000 feature 
films. Many liberal newspapers and their film critics 
have begun an attack on the Code and the Seal. They 
have been joined by some independent film pro- 
ducers and exhibitors. Sam Goldwyn has called this 
morale old-fashioned. The criticism has included the 
Legion of Decency also. 

How serious it is may be seen by the fact that 
Bishop James H. Griffiths stated at a Communion 
Breakfast of Catholic men and women in the film 
industry that “Never before was the Legion of 
Decency so urgently necessary for moral survival.” 
Rev. Paul Hayes, Assistant Executive Secretary of 
the Legion noted recently that the Legion and its 
work have been explicitly attacked on more than one 
occasion in radio and TV programs. He noted that 
“The Legion of Decency is in one of the most im- 
portant eras in its history.” 


HE national secretary of the Legion of Decency, 

Msgr. Thomas F. Little of Brooklyn, N. Y. in 
an address on August 28, 1955 paid tribute to the 
generally high moral standards met by the ma- 
jority of present day films. However, he cautioned, 
“The Legion is duly concerned about the box office 
success of certain objectionable films which would 
seem to indicate a moral apathy of the public in 
their selection.” Catholic pastors, periodicals and 
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parents are beginning to echo the same concern. 

The issue has been smouldering for some time. 
It flamed up as a result of the release of three films 
in the past two years which were considered morally 
objectionable not only by outside forces but by the 
industry itself. But other factors contributed—one 
Supreme Court decision which threw into doubt the 
right of State to censor films, and another Supreme 
Court decision which prohibited motion picture pro- 
ducers from controlling theatres thus permitting ex- 
hibitors to book objectionable films in first run 
houses. 

The hue and cry raised over these events indi- 
cated clearly that there is a small but highly articu- 
late and influential group of producers, exhibitors, 
and film reviewers who are determined to scrap 
the Production Code and remove all restraints on 
movie making. As the Legion of Decency supports 
such restraints and, indirectly, helps enforce them, 
it is a particular target of this group. 


HE fact that 3 out of 303 features made in the 

U.S. last year were released without the Seal of 
Approval and earned a Condemned Legion rating 
would not in itself be any major cause for alarm. 
But the crusade which has followed definitely is. 
[t can damage the Legion; emasculate the industry’s 
own Code and, in the final analysis do irreparable 
harm to the very industry the critics are claiming 
to save. 

The Motion Picture Production Code is a policy 
document of self-regulation. It was created by the 
major Hollywood producers and it is enforced by the 
Motion Picture Association of America which is 
supported by the film industry. Films made in ac- 
cordance with the moral and ethical provisions of 
the Code receive a Seal of Approval. The Code dates 
back to the turbulent Twenties. The moral tone of 
movies of the late Twenties and early Thirties had 
reached a terrible low. In his book Only Yesterday 
Frederick Lewis Allen notes that movies of that day: 

“...played incessantly upon the same lucrative 
themes. The producers of one picture advertised 
‘brilliant men, beautiful jazz babies, champagne 
bath, midnight revel, petting parties in the purple 
dawn, all ending in one terrific smashing climax 
that makes you gasp...” 


The Movies ...The lL 














e Legion... And You 


A new current of unrest is running through the movie 


making industry. Pictures without the Production Code Seal 


of approval are being shown and making a good profit 


A sampling of film titles testified to the pre- 
domiant preoccupation of the movies of that era: 
A Shocking Night; Lying Lips; Luring Lips; Red 
Hot Romances; The Good-Bad Wife; Sacred and 
Profane Love; The Fourteenth Lover. 


rue Literary Digest, a popular magazine of the 
ae commented on the tone of movies by noting 
that “the prevalence of the cheap, the nasty and the 
suggestive in our commercial showings is the bane 
of popular amusement. The person with high ideas 
and a moral repugnance for the vulgarities and ob- 
scenities which the modern producer of motion pic- 
tures feels it necessary to fill even his greatest film, 
is continually offended by these features.” 

For years the tide of public indignation had been 
rising. From the Catholic, Protestant and Jewish 
clergy alike came a thunder of protest against the 
low, vulgar and indecent films pouring out of Holly- 
wood. They were joined by educators, editors, civic 
groups, and worried parents. Bills for federal cen- 
sorship and regulation of the movie industry were 
introduced into Congress. The motion picture indus- 


Any producer could reject the guidance of the Code 
any time he wished. 

There was considerable publicity to the effect 
that the industry had now set its own house in order 
and would not only refrain from producing indecent 
films but would also begin a positive program of 
making fine films. This was greeted with enthusi- 
astic approval in all quarters. It mollified the critics 
for a time. Yet, it soon became obvious that the vol- 
untary application of the Code simply did not work. 
Producers ignored it. Films did not improve. Films 
solely concerned with sex; drinking and hedonism, 
contemptuous of religion, honor, decency and family 
life spewed forth from the film capitol. 

That did it. Action was now essential. Action from 
outside the industry. The public felt it had been 
tricked and duped. Now they clamored for organ- 
ization, for leadership to take some steps to make 
their feelings felt. They found it shortly. In the late 
Fall of 1933 Archbishop Cicognani, Apostolic Dele- 

»gate in the U.S. laid the foundation for the Legion 
Srof Decency. By April 1934 the Legion of Decency 
was in vigorous operation. 


try was in serious danger. Thoughtful persons witiiitmesie, 


the industry realized that the time had come for 
some positive action. : 

They acted swiftly. They scrapped former 
agreement among producers to refrain from making 
indecent films. It had proved completely ineffective. 
In its place they formed the Motion Picture Pro- 
ducers and Distributors Association in 1930. Will 
Hays, former Postmaster General of the U.S. who 
had been identified with the earlier work for better 
films, was appointed to head up this organization. 
They called upon Rev. Daniel A. Lord, S.J., well 
known Catholic educator and author, who had been 
a technical consultant to Hollywood on religious 
films, and Martin Quigley, editor the Motion Picture 
Herald and prominent Catholic layman, to devise a 
code of decency for the movie industry. 


His Code, based on the Ten Commandments, was 
y statement of moral principles which would assure 
the production of unobjectionable films. The major 
studios publicly acknowledged their determination 
to adopt and follow this Code. However it was a 
purely voluntary decision applied on each film made. 


HE mission of the Legion then, as now, was to 
y ences a moral evaluation of motion pictures. Its 
purpose has remained, in the words of its official 
statement on the subject “To protect the Catholic 
people against the moral dangers of evil motion pic- 
tures and by informing and guiding public opinion 
to be an influence upon producers against the pro- 
duction of bad films and toward the production of 
good films.” The Legion has always emphasized that 
it does not comment upon the entertainment or artis- 
tic value of a particular film, only on its moral value. 

The Legion from its inception has been a Catholic 
measurement of the moral acceptability of films. But 
it was far from being solely Catholic in its support 
and acceptance. Protestant and Jewish leaders 
praised the inauguration of the Legion. Some Prot- 
estant groups joined it. Other rallied around it and 
began parallel movements. For example The Prot- 
estant Federal Council of Churches of Christ in 
America backed the Legion by issuing a warning 
to Hollywood to clean up its product or the Council 
would do all in its power to bring abut Federal 
Censorship. (Cont. on page 19) 


THAT ALL MAY BE ONE- (he Lamp -9 








T was a blustery Christmas 

Eve and the Lowerys were 
alone at their ranchhouse half a 
mile off Highway 80 in the San- 
ta Catalina foothills. The road to 
the ranch cut away from the 
highway, twisted around a low 
hill and ended at the Lowery 
carport. 

Madge Lowery was making 
luminaries out of brown paper 
bags which she half-filled with 
sand, while Helen and Jim, age 
twelve and fifteen, inserted can- 
dles and folded the tops of the 
bags back deeply enough to 
form a stiff hem to hold each 
sack erect, even with a sharp 
breeze blowing. 

“Who's going to see them 
away out here?” Bill Lowery 
laughed. 

“St. Joseph and Our Lady, 
Dad,” Helen replied, reprimand- 
ingly. 

“It’s nice to have them, Bill,” 
Madge stated, coughing a little 
and breathing hard. 

“Oh, I’m cooperating,” Bill 
put in quickly: “Didn't TF haul all 
this sand up from the wash. 
Anything you folks want is okay 
with me, even Midnight Mass, 
although I don’t think _ this 
weather is any too good for 
mother’s asthma.” 

“What good weather we've 
had hasn’t improved it any,” 
Madge remarked, almost with 
bitterness. “Besides I'd hate to 
miss Midnight Mass. We never 
did at home.” 


HEN we go,” Bill said. “Jim, 
Tate and Helen put the lumi- 
naries along the driveway and 
don’t put them near anything 
which could catch on fire when 
they are lit.” 

After the children left to dec- 
orate the driveway Bill turned 
to his wife with a deep, tired 
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e Visitation 


BY 
FLORENCE 


CHRISTIAN 





The doorbell pealed loud 
and long and with 


a terrible urgency 









sigh. “It doesn’t seem like Christ- 
mas to me, some how,” he said, 
“even with the manger scene, 
the tree and the luminaries. I 
guess it’s because we're so far 
from home this year.” 

“We're far from home,” Madge 
agreed, “and the change hasn't 
done me a bit of good.” 

“The doctor said it would be 
slow,” Bill reminded her. 

Truly the gay, bright spirit 
of Christmas was not with them 
this year. Bill had a job, but it 
didn't compare to the one he 
had relinquished for Madge’s 
health. The children were well 
situated in their respective 
schools, but they missed their 
grandparents and the friends 
they'd had back home. In short, 
the whole family was homesick. 


VEN after Midnight Mass with 
E its preliminary carol-singing, 
the fragrance of the incense, the 
beauty of the candle lit altar and 
the joyousness of the service, the 
Lowerys still felt alienated from 
the. rest of the world. They had 
always shared Christmas with 
their relatives and friends. There 
was no one to share it with here. 
As they left San Augustine Ca- 
thedral several people smiled at 
them and said “Merry Christ- 
mas.” Warmth flared momen- 
tarily and then died. 

It was a long ride out Oracle 
Road, around the bend of the 
mountain and along Highway 80 
toward their home. “Look!” Helen 
cried out. “You can see a glim- 
mer of light behind our hill. The 
luminaries are guiding us in.” 

Helen had wanted to do some- 
thing traditional for Christmas, 
something as southwestern as the 
town in which they now lived. 
Consequently hot tamales were 
keeping warm in the cooker and 
a pot of (Cont. on page 16) 





Whatsoever you do for my little ones 


you do also for Me. But does that mean 


that even in an isolated place you 


should open your door on a dark night 
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Christmas and Christian Unity. This 
connection of the Feast of the Na- 
tivity of our Divine Redeemer and 
the mission of Christian Unity was 
suggested from a sermon of Father 
Paul given on Christmas Day in 1925. 
Pope Pius XI had just issued the 
encyclical on the Kingship of Christ 
Quas primas, Dec. 11 of that year) 
and it apparently became public 
only a short time before the feast 
day. “Let us rejoice in our vocation,” 
he said. “Let us consecrate ourselves 
at the crib of the Infant to unite 
ourselves with the divine will that 
whatever God wants the Society of 
the Atonement to accomplish, it will 
be done in us and through us. We 
are His until our prayer is answered 
and we become instruments in plant- 
ing the Cross in all lands and the 
prayer of Christ Himself—which is 
on our lips—is fulfilled: Ut omnes 
unum sint. That all may be one in 
the unity of the One Fold under the 
One Shepherd, that the final triumph 
of Christ’s Cross and the proclamation 
of the Angel is fulfilled and the 
“kingdoms of the world have become 
the kingdom of the Lord’s Anointed.” 


Rosaries for Unity. Especially note- 
worthy was the pilgrimage in honor 
of Our Lady of Walsingham last Au- 
gust for Christian Unity. All night 
long 155 pilgrims prayed the rosary 
again and again in the Slipper Chapel 
field. The night was dark—the only 
light came from the blaze of candles 
around the statue of Our Lady on 
the open air altar and from a few 
lanterns. 

At 106 p.m. the pilgrims arrived by 
train at Walsingham and walked in a 
torchlight procession to the Slipper 
Chapel field with their chaplain, Fr. 
Edmund Jones, O.S.B., rector of 
Cockfosters, a former Anglican, who 
preached and gave hourly medita- 
tions during the night. Fr. Edmund 
spoke on the various great inten- 
tions of Christian Unity in relation 
to Our Lady—the conversion of the 
Jews, the Moslems, the Eastern Orth- 
odox, and the Anglicans. The recita- 
tion of the rosary alternated with the 
preaching and meditation and con- 
tinued until 7 a.m. The Most Rev. 
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Thomas L. Parker, Bishop of North- 
ampton, offered pontifical high Mass 
in the morning for Christian Unity. 
In his talk he spoke of Mary as 
She who will dissolve all heresies. 
More than 3,000 took part in the 
ceremonies on Sunday morning. We 
like to think that the fulfillment of 
the ancient saying is coming, even if 
gradually: “When England returns 
to Walsingham, then Our Lady will 
return to England.” 

Perhaps these words are only a 
pious saying in relation to this an- 
cient and beautiful shrine. But surely 
it is basic truth to say that the more 
men love Mary the more they will 
love Christ and the more we Cath- 
olics pray to Mary as Our Lady of 
the At-one-ment, Our Lady of Unity, 
the swifter will be the return to 
Mother Church of the uncounted 
millions who are separated from her. 


The Immaculate Conception and Uni- 
ty. The most ancient promise and 
prophecy of Our Lady comes to us 
from the very first book of the bible. 
In the third chapter of Genesis we 
read that God promised a Redeemer: 
“I will place enmity between thee 
and the woman” He said to the 
serpent who had tempted Adam and 
Eve to commit the first human sin 
upon earth, “between thy seed and 
her seed and she shall crush thy 
head and thou shalt lie in wait for 
her heel.” As history unfolds before 
us and the world grows old with the 
petty ambititions and machinations 
of men the serene majestic figure of 
the Virgin Mother looms up more 
brightly. Our Lady is the Woman of 
Genesis, the Woman of the Gospels, 
the Woman of the Apocalypse, in 
whose hands God has placed the 
salvation of men. Years ago St. Ber- 
nard of Toledo wrote of her in this 
beautifully bold way: “For thy sake, 
O Mary, the scriptures were written, 
because of thee the world was made.” 
These words are to be understood, 
of course, in a secondary sense relat- 
ing to her Divine Son. 

But in time, the first triumph of 
Mary over the serpent was the Im- 
maculate Conception. She was never 
under the law of sin—even for a 
moment. She never sinned personal- 
ly. She was the masterpiece of God’s 
omnipotent power and love and she 
is God’s Mother and the world’s 
Mother, longing to bring her chil- 
dren to the safe embrace of eternal 
happiness in heaven. 
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There is a short but beautiful 
prayer in the Church’s official col- 
lection of prayers, the Raccolta, 
about Our Lady and Unity. We 
present it here: 

“O Virgin immaculate, thou who 
by a singular privilege of grace was 
preserved from original sin, look 
down in pity upon our separated 
brethren, who are nevertheless thy 
children and call them back to the 
center of Unity. Not a few of them, 
although separated from the Church, 
have kept a certain devotion towards 
thee. Reward them for their devotion 
by obtaining for them the grace of 
conversion. Victorious over the pow- 
ers of hell from the very first moment 
of thine existence, renew now that 
the necessity is more urgent, thy 
triumphant progress as in ages past. 
Glorify thy Son, O Mother, by bring- 
ing back to the One Fold His stray- 
ing sheep, making them obedient to 
the guidance of the universal Shep- 
herd who is His Vicar on earth. And 
may it be thy glory, O Virgin Mary, 
to banish error from the earth, to 
put an end to disunity, and to restore 
peace to the world. Amen.” (500 
days, #627). 


May we suggest a very appropriate 
prayer for Unity which is prescribed 
for the feast of Christ the King. It is 
called an “Act of Consecration of the 
Human Race” or “Act of Consecration 
to the Sacred Heart of Jesus.” Most of 
our readers know the prayer to which 
I refer; it begins: “Most sweet Jesus, 
Redeemer of the human race, we are 
thine and thine we wish to be...” 
In the course of this consecration we 
pray for the conversion of the Jews 
and Moslems and the erring, we ask 
Christ to be King over the entire 
world. But before the kingship of 
Christ can be extended to those who 
deny or ignore His rights, it must first 
be completely acknowledged by those 
who claim to be His followers. 





ost of the specifically Community 
N feasts celebrated by the Society 
of the Atonement occur in the fall or 
the early For 
October 3rd we have the commemor- 
ation of the coming of the Friars to 
Graymoor, on October 7th we have 
the great feast of our Society, Cove- 
nant Day, on October 30th we cele- 
brate the reception of the Society of 
the Atonement into the Catholic 
Church, and on December 15th we 
celebrate Foundation Day. The 
events that these feasts commemor- 
ate occurred in different years and 
we would like to tell you a little 
about them so that you would know 
something of our romantic history. 

The Society of the Atonement is 
unique in two respects; first of all it 
is a completely American foundation, 
and secondly it was founded outside 
of the Catholic Church and func- 
tioned for years as a Prot- 
estant religious community. 

As presently constituted, the So- 
ciety of the Atonement is composed 
of two religious congregations, the 
Friars of the Atonement and the Sis- 
ters of the Atonement. Each con- 
gregation is entirely and completely 
autonomous and each has its own 
Constitution, governing body, and 
financial organization, separate and 
independent each from the other. 
However both congregations are 
united in that Atonement spirit which 
has been defined as the imitation of 
Christ according to the pattern of 
St. Francis, as exemplified by Father 
Paul of the Atonement. 


winter. instance, on 


eleven 


Founders 


The co-founders of the Society of 
the Atonement were Father Paul 
James Francis, S.A. and Mother Lu- 
rana Mary Francis, S.A. Father Paul 
was born Lewis Thomas Wattson, on 
the Eastern Shore of Maryland in 
1863. Following in his father’s foot- 
steps he became the successful and 
popular pastor of St. John’s Anglican 
Church in Kingston, N.Y. and later 
on head of the Anglican Associate 
Mission in Omaha, Nebraska. In 
Omaha he received a letter from an 
Anglican Nun, Lurana Mary White, 
asking whether he knew of any com- 
munity in the Anglican Church that 
practiced corporate poverty. He had 
to answer in the negative. 

Lurana Mary White was born of a 
prominent family in Warwick, New 
York. She received her early educa- 





14-@bhe Lamp - THAT ALi May BE ONE 


(raumoor Annals 4 


tion from the Episcopal Sisters of the 
Holy Child. At the age of 23, she 
joined this Sisterhood in Albany, New 
York to serve God in holy religion. 
Although her life among the poor in 
Albany was a happy one, neverthe- 
less, she was not completely satisfied. 


At that time, religious orders and 
societies were somewhat unusual in 
the Anglican Church and conse- 


quently the Bishop would not permit 
the Sisters of the Holy Child to take 
vows. Although received _ per- 
mission from the Bishop to take pri- 
vate vows, Sister Lurana Mary was 
not satisfied. Deeply influenced by 
the life of St. Francis, she was de- 
sirous of stripping herself of all 
possessions and living completely and 
entirely on the bounty of the Lord. 

It was this desire that moved her 
to write to Father Wattson in Omaha. 


she 


Mother Lurana Mary Francis, S.A. 


In the correspondence that followed, 
Father Paul told Mother Lurana of 
his great hope and desire of founding 
a religious community and the sug- 
gestion was made that the two of 
them should meet personally to dis- 
cuss the matter further. It was de- 
cided that the most convenient place 
for a meeting would be her home in 
Warwick, N. Y. and the most con- 
venient date would be early in Oc- 
tober. 
Covenant Day: 1898 


As the Mother Foundress wrote later: 
“Our Father Founder arrived in War- 
wick towards the evening on October 
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3rd, the Eve of St. Francis Day. The 
future Father Founder told the story 
of his call and of his hopes, and I 
told him of my search for St. Francis 
and corporate poverty. Then there 
came to us both the dawning realiza- 
tion of the oneness of God’s Call. 


Then came October 7th and the 
end of the three days retreat which 
we had kept together. Father blessed 
and laid on the little improvised altar 
in the oratory two crucifixes, one he 
gave to me and the other he kept for 
himself. It was well understood by 
the Father Founder and by me that 
these same crucifixes represented the 
entire oblation of ourselves into the . 
hands of God for the purpose of 
founding the Society of the Atone- 
ment.” 

Both .Father Wattson and Sister 
Lurana left the oratory that morning 
in a state of great joy, but then sud- 
denly and without warning Father 
Founder was plunged into frightful 
despair. He felt that he was com- 
pletely incapable of the work and 
was assailed by doubts so strong that 
he began to wonder if the whole af- 
fair were not a delusion. The thought 
came to him that the whole project 
of his establishing a religious com- 
munity was a mad folly and doomed 
to failure. 

As in all of his other difficulties, 
Father Founder sought the manifes- 
tation of God’s Will in prayer. He 
promised to do God’s Will whatever 
it might be if only God would give 
him an indication of that Will. Con- 
fidently he opened the Scriptures 
and his eyes fell upon the 13th 
verse, Chapter VI of St. Paul’s Epistle 
to the Hebrews and he read: “Surely, 
blessing I will bless thee; and multi- 
plying, I will multiply thee.” These 























powerful words calmed, reassured, 
and healed his anguished soul, for 
he recognized them as a covenant or 
a promise which God made with him 
through the medium of His Holy 
Word, giving him assurance that God 
would never fail him or his com- 
munity. 


Foundation Day: 1898 


During the retreat mentioned above, 
Mother Lurana mentioned an offer 
made to her by three Anglican ladies 
to take charge of a long neglected 
little chapel situated across the river 
from Warwick, about three miles 
south of Garrison on the Albany Post 
Road. Possibly that would be the 
place where the Society of the Atone- 
ment could make its first foundation. 
Father Founder promised to look in- 
to the matter and a few days later 
he arrived at Graymoor. Captivated 
by the natural beauty of the place, 
he immediately made up his mind 
that no other spot could be con- 
sidered for the Motherhouse of the 
Society. 

Immediately he wrote to the Moth- 
er Foundress. She spent the next 
six weeks making the necessary ar- 
rangements for her departure from 
home and on December 5, 1898 she 
wrote to him telling him that every- 
thing was now ready. Within a few 
days he responded telling her to be- 
gin the work at once. 

On December 15th, in company 
with her sister, Annie White, and 
godchild, named Viola Carr, Mother 
Foundress went from her home to 
Newburgh by train, from Newburgh 
to Beacon by ferry, and from Beacon 
to Garrison again by train. At Garrison 
the three women took a horse and 
sled for the long ride to Graymoor. 
As a temporary convent, she had a 
house that at that time was almost 
100 years old and sadly in need 
of repairs. It was a very cold winter 
and the piercing wind whistled 
through the loose doors and windows 
to such an extent that the dish-cloths 
froze even though they were hung 
next to the stove to dry. It was 
lonely there too, but despite the 
cold, the hardship, and the loneliness, 
Mother Foundress’ heart was so 
filled with joy that she could scarcely 
refrain from singing. 

Meanwhile Father Founder had 
gone to Westminster, Maryland to the 
Novitiate of the Anglican Fathers of 
the Holy Cross to train himself in the 
religious life. He remained there for 
almost a year until the Chaplain who 
had been taking care of the sisters 
during the winter was caHed to an- 
other Parish and could not be re- 
placed. 





The Coming of the Friars: 1899 


Father Paul returned to Graymoor on 
October 3, 1899 just one year after 
he had met the Mother Foundress. 
Where he would lodge was quite a 
problem. For a few weeks he was 
able to stay in the unfinished con- 
vent of the sisters then being built, 
but when the sisters took possession 
on October 18th Father Paul had to 
find himself another place. At first 
he sought for a cave in the hills that 
could be made habitable, but there 
was none available. Finally he took 
shelter in an old paint shop about a 
mile away from the convent. This 
paint shop had not been used for 
years and consequently was in very 
sad shape. Father Paul fixed it up as 
well as he could but, even so, he 
often said his midnight office in rub- 
ber boots with an umbrella over his 
head to protect himself from the rain 
coming through the roof. But like the 
Mother Foundress he rejoiced in 
hardship and called his dilapidated 
dwelling the Palace of Our Lady 
Poverty. He lived there for a little 
over a year until he was able to 
build a small wooden Friary on the 
top of the Mount of the Atonement. 
The money for this building was sup- 
plied by Mother Lurana from a leg- 
acy which had been left to her by 
her grandmother. 


Conversion of the Society: 1909 


The Society of the Atonement grew 
and prospered mildly in the Episco- 
pal Church from the time of its foun- 
dation. Many came to Graymoor to be 
friars and sisters, but few’ remained 
because they were unwilling to accept 
the hardship and the growing con- 
troversial position ‘of the~ Society. 
Through study and prayer, Father 
Paul, over a long period of time, 
eventually came to the conclusion that 
it was the duty of the Society of the 
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Atonement to point out to Anglicans 
that they were in a false position by 
the breach with Rome and that An- 
glicans should now endeavor to be 
again corporately united with the 
Holy See. Father Founder began to 
preach this doctrine and ‘since he 
was a powerful orator he stirred up 
much discussion and brought upon 
himself and upon the Society the 
opprobrium of those who could not 
agree with his views. Things came to 
such a pass that the Anglican pulpits 
were closed to him and he was even 
threatened with a trial for heresy. To 
continue the promulgation of his mes- 
sage he founded Tue Lamp which 
is very probably the only Catholic 
magazine that started out as the pub- 
lication of a _ Protestant religious 
Order. 

The controversial position of the 
Society of the Atonement at that 
time, and the necessity for defending 
that position, forced Father Paul to a 
deeper study of the relative values of 
the Anglican and Roman claims. As 
a result of this study and of his in- 
tense prayer, he first of all began to 
doubt the validity of his Anglican 
Orders and eventually made up his 
mind that the only thing for him and 
the Society of the Atonement to do 
was to make submission to our Holy 
Father, Pope St. Pius X. After dis- 
cussing this matter with Mother Lu- 
rana and the rest of the Graymoor 
Community, Father Paul went to 
Washington, D.C. to place his petition 
in the hands of the Apostolic Dele- 
gate, Archbishop Diomede Falconio. 
The request was unusual in that 
Father Paul desired that the Society 
of the Atonement be kept intact, that 
it be allowed to retain its name, its 
habit, its Constitution and its work. 

The Apostolic Delegate transmitted 
this request to Rome through the 
Secretary of State, (Cont. on page 16) 


—w 


Fr. Paul James Francis, $.A. and Palace of Lady Poverty. 
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GRAYMOOR ANNALS 

(From page 15) Cardinal Merry 
del Val, who brought it to the Holy 
Father with the words “Holy Father, 
let them in.” Although there was no 
precedent for such a permission, the 
Holy Father graciously granted the 
request. The letter informing the 
Graymoor Community of the happy 
disposition of their case arrived on 
October 7, 1909, exactly eleven years 
after God had made the Covenant 
promise, “Surely blessing I will bless 
thee; and multiplying, I will multiply 
thee.” 

Since both the Friars and Sisters 
of the Atonement at that time, even 
though they were Anglican, were so 
Catholic in their faith, belief and 
practice, very little instruction was 
necessary before they could be ad- 
mitted to the Church. These instruc- 
tions were given by Msgr. C. G. 
O'Keeffe whose parish was across the 
Hudson River at Highland Falls. 

Monsignor Joseph Conroy, later 
Bishop of Ogdensburg, officiated at 
the ceremony of the reception of the 
Society of the Atonement into the 
Catholic Church in the name of Arch- 
bishop Farley. The date chosen was 
October 30th, 1909. Of the seven- 
teen members of the Society of the 
Atonement who were received into 
the Church on that day only one is 
still alive, Sister Gabriel, S.A., Tt 





THE VISITATION 

(From page 10) chocolate stood ready 
for heating on the stove. Those two 
items, along with pan-de huevo (a 
sweet bread made with eggs) con- 
stituted the traditional after Midnight 
Mass snack in this new and strange 
desert -land. 

It was sort of fun having an exotic 
meal at two o'clock in the morning. 
“We'll do this every year that we live 
here,” Bill announced between bites. 
“Maybe next Christmas we can get 
some of our relatives to come out.” 

Before anyone could speak up, 
Bill went on. “It’s strange,” he said, 
*but I keep waiting for something to 
‘happen tonight. Have any of you 
hoticed how much «this country is 
like the Holy Land? It grows figs, 
olives, pomegranatés and cactus. It 
grows grapes, cedar and pine. In 
just this sort of setting Joseph and 
Mary—” 

The doorbell pealed loud and long 

and with a terrible urgency. 
# “Bill! Madge cried out in alarm. 
}Who could be this far off the main 
Jhighway this early in the morning? 
«I don’t like it!’ 

“Let’s not get upset until we see 
what’s up!” Bill suggested. “I'll be 
careful!” 

Bill was. He opened the door only 
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the tiniest crack to see who stood out- 
side. The muffled figure of a man 
waited in the alcove. It had started 
to drizzle and the man’s collar was 
turned up so high, his hat pulled 
down so low it was impossible to make 
out his features and the effect was 
sinister. 

“I need help,” the stranger said in 
a deep, foreign-sounding voice. “My 
car broke down on the highway and 
I must get my wife in out of the cold.” 

“I'll phone in for help,” Bill offered, 
but the man interrupted desperately. 

“It can't get here in time. Our baby 
is due and now, after this delay, we 
could not get to the hospital soon 
enough.” 

“Just a minute,” Bill said. “I'll see 
what I can do!” He closed the door on 
the stranger, leaving him alone in the 
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dark and cold. “What do you think?” 
he whispered to Madge. 

“Could be a trick to get inside,” 
Madge whispered back. “He might be 
a criminal, or—or a maniac or some- 
thing. We have the children to think 
about.” 

“But suppose there really is a 
woman out there about to have a 
baby?” Bill asked. 

“The door bell pealed urgently. 
“Mister,” the man pleaded, “for God’s 
sake, help me!” 

“Bill,” Madge whispered, “Jim and 
I will slip out the back door while 
you talk to the man. We'll ride the 
bikes to the highway to see if he’s 
telling the truth. We'll take Jim’s 
twenty-two and if everything isn’t on 
the level maybe we can get the upper- 
hand. We can’t let her have a baby 
out there, if she’s there.” 

“I don’t like it—” Bill commenced, 
but the bell pealed wildly again ,and 
something had to be done. “Helen,” 
Bill ordered, “you hide in the kitchen. 
Don’t let this fellow see you. If any- 
thing goes wrong, you run out after 
Mom and Jim. Under no circum- 
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stances are you to let this man know 
you're in the house. Understand? No 
matter what happens!” 

“Yes, Dad,” Helen said, and they 
were alone now, Jim and Madge 
having slipped out the back way 
already, 

Bill returned to the door. “Come 
in,” he invited, “and I'll see what I 
can do.” 

The man was tall, slim, with deep 
olive skin and dark eyes. He looked 
tired and frightened, but Bill was 
wary. This was the twentieth century, 
replete with culture and civilization; 
but a man didn’t trust strangers any 
more than he would trust a Bengal 
tiger. Bill didn’t let the fellow get too 
close. “Sit down,” he said, “while I 
get my coat on. I won't be long.” 

“Please hurry,” the man begged, 
and Bill weighed the stranger’s words, 
his inflections, for a false note. 

As he put on his coat and scarf, 
he caught a glimpse of Helen peering 
through a crack in the kitchen door, 
her blue eyes big with fright. A 
twelve-year-old shouldn't have to be 
frightened like this, ever. He wondered 
if he was doing right to go with this 
man at all. Anyhow Madge and Jim 
should be almost to the highway by 
now. They would have time to case 
the situation and get set for an emer- 
gency, if one existed. 

In the car Bill was as uneasy as a 
Mexican jumping bean. The man sat 
beside him. If he had a gun, Bill 
was at his mercy. Bill tried not to 
remember the gruesome headlines he 
had read during past months, but it 
didn’t help. He was scared stiff! 

The luminaries still flickeréd dimly 
in their paper sacks, which the sleety 
rain still pelted. Several had gone 
out. “We saw the lights behind the 
hill,” the stranger stated. “I looked 
for a road.” 

“Jesus, Mary and Joseph help us!” 
Bill prayed as a terrifying thought 
possessed him. He had left Helen 
alone in the house! Suppose this fel- 
low had an accomplice waiting for 
him to entice the occupants away? 
Bill felt sick! He listened for Helen's 
screams—for sounds of terror. It was 
a nightmare! 

“Turn right when you reach the 
highway,” the man requested, and 
Bill did. He couldn't see Jim and 
Madge, but there was the man’s car 
and someone waiting in it. 

“I have found shelter,” the man 
said,“and—and someone to—help us.” 

Silently the woman got out of the 
stalled vehicle and the man helped 
her into Bill’s car. He climbed into 
the back seat with her and that left 
Bill up front alone. Having them back 
there gave Bill a creepy, eerie feeling. 
Was it really a (Cont. on page 18) 
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SAINT ANTHONY AND CHRISTMAS. The 
following quotations are taken from 
the sermons of our saint for the feast 
of the Nativity of Our Lord. Like 
Francis he loved the Babe of Bethle- 
hem with an intense devotion; so 
much that he was privileged to hold 
in his arms the image of the Divine 
Child who came to earth for love of 
men. 

“Unto us a Child is born, unto us a 
Son is given; He bears His kingship 


on His shoulders and His name is 
called Wonderful, Counsellor . . . the 
Prince of Peace. (Is. 9:6). A little 


above the same prophet says: “Be- 
hold a virgin shall conceive and bear 
a son and his name shall be called 
Emmanuel, that is to say, God-with- 
us. 

“God made Himself for us a little 
child; He was born for us. Among 
His many titles Christ is called a little 
child; I shall use but this one. You 
have hurt a child, have struck 
him, but you show him a kindness, 
you give him a flower, a rose, or 
some other object he likes. Instantly 
he forgets the hurt you did him, his 
anger is and he runs to em- 
Thus it is with Christ. 
You have offended Him by a mortal 
sin or wounded Him by some fault, 
but you offer Him the flower of con- 
trition or the rose of a confession 
steeped in tears. Tears are the blood 
of the soul. At once He forgets 
your offense, He forgives your sin, 
He runs, He takes you in His arms 
and gives you His kiss of peace... 

“His name is called Wonderful, 
Counsellor...the Prince of Peace. 
In the moral sense, these words in- 
dicate the qualities of any penitent 
or good man. The good man is won- 
derful in his keen and frequent ex- 
amination of his own conscience, for 
he sees strange things in the depths 
of his heart. “The anguish of his 
spirit” and “the bitterness of his 
soul,” as Job says: (7:2) let nothing 
pass by him but he scrutinizes and 
examines everything down to the 
last detail. 

“The good man is a Counsellor in 
the spiritual and bodily necessities 
of his neighbor. Like Job (29:15) 
he says: “I am eye to the blind and 
foot to the lame.” Blind is he who 
sees not his own conscience; lame is 
he who wanders from the right way. 
The good man comes to the help of 
each. He makes himself eye to the 
blind by leading him to recognize the 
sad state of his conscience. He makes 
himself foot to the lame by support- 
ing him and guiding him into the 
way of righteousness and _ good- 
ness... 

“Prince of Peace, the good man 
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brace you. 


At St.Anthonv’s Feet 


lives in a perfect tranquility of soul 
and body. As Job says (5:23), “the 
beasts of the field,” that is the stir- 
rings of the flesh, “leave him in 
peace.” Unknown, dead to the world 
in contemplation, “he sleeps in safety 
and no one disturbs his rest.” (Job 


11:10) 


IN HIS PREACHING ST. ANTHONY often 
referred to nature to explain and to 
illustrate his points. The soul de- 
prived of the spiritual life through 
the Holy Spirit is like leaves which 
fall from the trees. “Warmth is the 
food and nourishment of all that has 
life, and when it disappears, ruin and 
death are the result. For death is an 
extinction of natural warmth in the 
heart owing to a lack of humidity 
and the approach of the opposite. 
This is why we notice that the fall 
of leaves is caused by the absence 
of nourishment, that is, the absence 
of warmth. Indeed, winter 
cold upon the outside of 
trees and plants, heat flees to the 
other extremes and takes refuge in 
the roots. When it is all concen- 
trated there it entirely attracts to it 
the sap of the upper branches and 
of the extremities of the boughs; thus 
the heat is tempered, and if it were 
not so, the lower branches would be 
burned. As the upper portion of the 
tree loses its nourishment the leaves 
of necessity fall.” 
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THE HUMILITY OF THE SAINT. An 
early biographer of St. Anthony, Ri- 
gauld, has left this tribute to the 
humility of his subject. “Humility was 
so great in the man of God as to make 
him desire, though living among the 
poor Friars Minor, to be the most 
despised, the lowest and least of all. 
Knowing that only he who wishes to 
be robbed travels with his treasure 
openly exposed, he hid with all 
possible diligence from the sight of 
men the virtues and gifts given Him 
by God. Although full of wisdom, he 
concealed his knowledge so well as 
to allow no signs of it to appear to his 
brethren except in his brief and rare 
conversations with them... . / And as 
true humility is proved by conduct, 
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and no one deserves to be considered 
as humble who seeks to avoid lowly 
occupations, the blessed Anthony de- 
sired to be occupied in the humblest 
of labors. 


“Remembering how Christ deigned 
to abase Himself so far as to wash 
the feet of His disciples, he delighted 
not only in washing the kitchen uten- 
sils, but also in washing the feet of 
the brethren. When travelling he 
wished to be in all things as far as 
circumstances would permit, subject 
to his companion.... / And when 
raised to office, far from priding him 
self on his dignity, he seemed to be 
more a simple companion or even 
servant of the brethren than their 
superior.” 


“LET THERE BE LIGHT . . . and this 
light is the Eternal Wisdom of God 
who in time became man. Christ said: 
‘T am the light of the world.’” This 
writes St. Anthony in commentary on 
the words of Genesis: “Let there be 
light.” Elsewhere he states that “Jesus 
Christ is the sun who gives life to all 
and illumines all by the splendor and 
power of grace.” Christ the Sun of the 
supernatural life rises in the souls of 
the faithful, but in the souls of the 
unfaithful He sets. 

On another occasion the saint com- 
pares the beginning and the end of 
the life of Christ to the rising and the 
setting sun. The glowing red of the 
sunrise is a symbol of Christ shedding 
His blood at the Circumcision while 
the flaming sunset is a symbol of His 
blood shedding upon the altar of the 
Cross. 

As the sun is the brightest light, so 
also is Christ the height of holiness. 
All virtue, all holiness in creatures is 
but a shadow of the holiness of Christ. 
The examples and teaching of His 
life are the rays which give life and 
health to those upon whom they fall. 
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THE VISITATION 
(From page 16) woman bundled up 
in heavy wraps, or a man, in disguise? 

Bill drove back very slowly, and in 
the red glow of his tail light he saw 
Madge and Jim riding behind the 
car on the bikes, Jim still holding his 
twenty-two. As he neared the carport, 
Madge and Jim disappeared around 
a corner of the house, unseen by the 
two in the back seat. So far so good! 
Now if Helen was only okay! 

Bill took the strangers through the 
front door and there Helen, Madge 
and Jim stood, the latter two with 
rain drops bright in their hair, and 
wind-blown color on their cheeks. 
Bill looked sharply at Madge. This 
was no night for an asthmatic to be 
out at all, but somehow Madge 
seemed to have survived the ordeal. 
In fact, with the pink burn to her 
cheeks and her eyes star bright, he 
had never seen her looking lovelier 
nor healthier. 

Jim kept slightly to the background, 
still on guard if his folks needed him; 
but Madge waded right in. “We have 
a guest room,” she told the man. 
“We'll put your wife there.” 

The man seemed nervous and upset, 
but Bill calmed him. “Before we were 
married my wife studied to be a 
nurse,” he said. “She is still pretty 
good at taking care of people.” 

In a second or two Madge appeared 
from the guest room. “It’s too late for 
a doctor to get here,” she stated, “but 
call one anyhow, Bill. Jim, you and 
Helen put some water on to boil.” , 

“I must do something too,” ‘the man 
stated. “I must!” 

“Help the children in the kitchen,” 
Madge ordered. 

Bill. couldn't get a doctor. right 
away. He left a call and directions 
for getting to the ranch. He watched 
the man, Helen and Jim rushing back 
and forth with kettles and white 
sheets. Bill wasn’t afraid any more of 
the dark-eyed man. His wife was 
having a baby all right in Bill’s house 
on Christmas morning, and the lumi- 
naries which had been set out to 
guide Mary and Joseph with their 
Precious Burden, had guided two 
frightened strangers instead. 

Bill stepped into the patio and 
looked at the sky. The sleety rain had 
stopped and although the night air 
was damp and cold, there were rifts 
in the clouds through which bright 
stars reached down to Bill, so near, 
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so dazzling, they seemed tangible. 

A thin wail broke the stillness and 
Bill rushed inside. The olive-skinned 
man was staring anxiously at the 
closed door and Bill joined him. 
Madge appeared finally, her eyes as 
shining blue as the blue of stained 
glass windows. “It’s a boy,” she an- 
nounced, “a handsome, healthy baby 
boy and his mother is fine too!” 

“Gracias a Dios!” the man cried 
out, and he fell to his knees. Auto- 
matically Bill knelt beside him and 
made the sign of the cross. 

The man wept then. “You are so 
good! You are so very, very good, 
you and your family! May God bless 
you all the days of your life! May he 
give you your fondest wish! It is my 
prayer!” 

Bill was deeply touched, and com- 
pletely speechless. The telephone 
sounded and a doctor was on the line. 
Bill explained about the baby’s birth. 

“We will send an ambulance im- 
mediately,” the Doctor said. “I'll also 
get my garageman to take care of the 
stalled car.” 

Bill explained to the man, who was 
looking with adoring eyes into the 
face of his first-born, while Madge 
exhibited the baby, his perfection, his 
soft dark hair, his dimpled fingers. 

The ambulance came at daybreak 
to take the mother and child away, 
and the husband clasped Bill’s and 
Madge’s hand simultaneously. “I Jose 
Villasefor, and my wife, Elena, shall 
never forget you,” he said fervently. 
“We will repay you. God keep you 
always safe and warm in his arms.” 

“There is nothing to repay!” Bill 
assured him and quite suddenly the 
visitors were gone, like beings from 
another world, but a beneficence hung 
over the Lowery ranch and did not- go 
away. In the midst of loneliness and 
homesickness, the Lowerys had the 
most wonderful Christmas they had 
ever had. 

“It was like having the Baby Jesus 
in our house,” Helen said dreamily. 

“In a way,” her father answered, 
“we did have Him. ‘Whatsoever ye 
do unto these, the least of my crea- 
tures, this ye do unto Me!’” 

Bill checked at St. Mary’s the fol- 
lowing week, but the Villasefiors had 
already left. The baby, a Christmas 
gift, of course they had named Jesus 
after the Infant Jesus whose birthday 
he shared. 

“Isn't it strange.” Madge mused 
when Bill told her, “and strange too 
that I haven't had an attack of asthma 
since that morning. The baby’s mother 
said she would ask God to heal me 
of my cough. I’m not coughing any 
more. I’m just not coughing!” 

It was not Jesus, Mary and Joseph 
at the Lowery ranch that night, and 


yet They were there in the persons of 
Jose, Elena and the baby, Jesus Villa- 
senor. Of this the Lowerys are certain 
and hereafter there will always be 
luminaries at their ranchhouse on 
Christmas Eve. Should you need help 
on Highway 80 and see the dim flicker 
of imprisoned candle light behind a 
low hill, turn in at the road. You will 
find shelter there, and welcome! — t 





FRANCIS, GRECCIO 

(From page 7) Francis was with 
them for the festival and undoubt- 
edly they had heard that he was 
planning something different and 
something new. The brethren came 
from Fonte Columbo, from La For- 
esta, and from Poggio Bustone. The 
people marched through the night, 
swinging their lanterns and carrying 
lighted torches, singing their Um- 
brian carols in honor of the Saviour. 
The whole district was brilliant with 
light and echoed the sounds of joy- 
ful voices. 

When Francis came to the hermi- 
tage, he was delighted. Everything 
was as he had requested, the man- 
ger, the altar, the animals—indeed 
the whole scene recalled the stable 
of Bethlehem. “When Francis came 
to the place, he found everything 
prepared and was well pleased. The 
manger was ready, the hay was 
brought, an ox and an ass were led 
in. Thus was holy simplicity honored, 
holy poverty exalted, and _ gentle 
humility touched all hearts. Verily 
in that hour Greccio became a new 
Bethlehem. The night was light as 
day, men and beasts were filled with 
joy. The forest was filled with song, 
the rocks re-echoed with sounds of 
jubilation. The brethren sang canticles 
of praise to the Lord and the night 
overflowed with gladness” (Thomas 
of Celano). 

Then the friars chanted their office 
and as they did so, Francis’ soul must 
have thrilled anew as he repeated the 
wondrous words of the Breviary: 
“Christus natus est nobis, venite adore- 
mus—Christ is born to us: come, let 
us adore.” Now his dream was realized 
and he cound see so vividly how the 
Son of God became a Child to win 
the hearts of men. 

At the solemn Mass Francis offi- 
ciated as Deacon and preached the 
sermon. Of this moving event St. Bon- 
aventure has penned a brief account 
in these words: “The man of God, 
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filled with tender love, stood before 
the manger, bathed in tears and over- 
flowing with joy. Solemn Mass was 
chanted over the manger, Francis, the 
Levite of Christ, singing the Gospel. 
Then he preached unto the folk stand- 
ing round the Birth of the King in 
poverty, calling Him, when he wished 
to name Him, the Child of Bethle- 
hem, by reason of his tender love for 
Him.” 

Another picture of the enchanting 
scene has come from Celano. “Shed- 
ding tears of joy and overflowing with 
love, the holy man of God stood be- 
fore the Babe in the manger. His 
voice, his strong voice, his clear and 
sonorous voice announced in honey- 
sweet words the birth of the poor 
King of Heaven. And often when he 
was about to pronounce the name of 
Jesus, the all-too sweet great fire of 
love overcame Him, and he called 
Him only the Babe of Bethlehem. And 
the word ‘Bethlehem’ he said with 
the sound of a bleating lamb. But 
when he said the word ‘Jesus’ or 
‘Bethlehem’ he let his tongue glide 
over his lips as if to taste the sweet- 
ness of this word with his palate and 
to relish it.” Thus the two portraits 
harmonize beautifully to depict this 
event and to present the character 
of the Seraphic Francis. 

As Francis assisted at the Holy 
Sacrifice, he was transformed. No 
longer did he stand in the cave of 
Greccio. Time had vanished and he 
fled in spirit back twelve hundred 
years and stood in the Cave of Bethle- 
hem. He could see Mary and Joseph 
bending over the Babe and the Moth- 
er caressing her Child. He could 
hear the angels’ voices singing “Glory 
to God in the highest” and bringing 
news that the world longed to hear: 
“Fear not, for behold I bring you 
good ‘tidings of great joy ...for this 
day is born to you a Saviour who is 
Christ the Lord,...And you shall 
find the infant wrapped in swaddling 
clothes and laid in a manger.” The 
awesome beauty and simplicity of 
the birth of Christ pierced Francis 
through and through and the truth of 
it all became intensely real, (just as 
the mystery of the Cross would be- 
come so real in the miracle of the 
stigmata on Alverna.) Francis felt 
the burning love of the Infant Christ. 
He realized the mystery of the Incar- 
nation as never before and deep emo- 
tion shook his body as like Mary, the 
lovely Mother, he “kept all these 
words pondering them” in his heart. 

After chanting the Gospel, Francis 
preached the sermon. He described 
Mary’s love for the Infant Christ. He 
brought tears to the eyes of his 
audience and joy to their hearts. He 
made Bethlehem live again for them; 





he made the mystery of God’s love so 
real, so vivid that it burned into their 
very soul. They could see Mary tend- 
erly loving her child and her God. 
They could hear the angels singing. 
They could see the shepherds has- 
tening over the hills in their desire to 
see the Son of God. 

A new experience entered their 
lives. They were not simply witness- 
ing a portrayal! of the birth of Christ. 
They were living that moment of the 
Nativity in a fresh and vivid way as 
they heard Francis speak and saw 
him take the Infant into his arms. 
Some say that the Bambino came to 
life, smiled, and caressed Francis 
face. At any rate, to those who came 
to Greccio that night, Francis gave the 
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Saviour of the world. He found some 
whose hearts were like empty caves 
—and laid therein the new-born Christ 
Child. 

The friars and-people returned to 
their homes but they could not forget 
what they had seen. That night -of 
nights lived in their memories even 
as the scene of the first Bethlehem 
lived so vividly among the shepherds 
who came to visit the Saviour. More 
clearly than ever before they perceived 
the tremendous mystery of God’s 
divine love. Francis himself could not 
turn aside to sleep. His heart was too 
full, his soul too moved, his whole 
being too caught up with the force of 
that experience. With seraphic love 
he knelt beside the manger and saw 
a lifeless image, but beheld his Lord 
and God who had become a Child 
for the love of men. 

A few years later, after Francis 
died, a chapel was built on the site 
of the crib and today it still exists, 
and later a second, larger one was 
erected next to it. Until recent years 
the hermitage remained in its original 
rustic state, but now a large church 
overshadows the natural simplicity 
with an_ ill-proportioned modernity. 





On the vault of the chapel are en- 
graved these words: “In this chapel 
Francis prepared a resting-place for 
Christ in the manger.” Celano in his 
stilted, but not unattractive style, has 
left this account: “But later the place 
where the manger stood was dedicated 
to the Lord for a temple, and over 
the manger an altar was erected in 
honor of our blessed Father Francis, 
so that where the dumb animals for- 
merly ate hay out of the manger, 
there men receive the spotless Lamb, 
Our Lord Jesus Christ for the Salva- 
tion of their soul and body. He who in 
unspeakable love gave his Blood for 
the life of the world, and who with 
the Father and Holy Ghost in eternal 
divine glory lives and rules forever 
and ever. Amen.” 

In the course of time Greccio be- 
came famous for other reasons; here 
was painted the picture of Francis 
for his close friend, Jacoba de Sette- 
soli; here was written the legend of 
the Three Companions; here Blessed 
John Parma spent the last thirty years 
of his life. But nothing could over- 
shadow the significance of Greccio 
as the Bethlehem of the Franciscan 
Order, the holy place where Francis 
showed the world in a new way the 
mystery of God’s immense love for 
man. Here Francis gave the world the 
Crib, but not only the Crib, but 
Christ the Saviour. By his spiritual 
genius Francis turned the hearts of 
men to the Heart of Christ. And were 
he living today he would come and 
kneel before the Crib, he would point 
to the image of the Child, and with 
engaging simplicity he would say: 
“Let us love the Babe of Bethlehem— 
let us love the Babe of Bethlehem.” t 





THE MOVIES 
(From page 9) 

The Legion of Decency moved into 
high gear throughout the nation as 
Catholics took the pledge to uphold 
the Legion and work for better, 
cleaner movies. Catholics and millions 
of others guided by their principles 
began staying away from objection- 
able movies. A box office slump set 
in. Bills for federal regulation of the 
movies were taken down from dusty 
shelves and reintroduced. 

The motion picture industry was 
shaken by this turn of events. This 
time no pious promises would turn 
off the public clamor. Responsible 
elements in the industry, led by Will 
Hays, recognized that they stood at 
a cross-roads once again. Perhaps for 
the first time some of them saw what 
a truly potent force movies really 
were—not simply for making money— 
but for doing good or evil. The 
movies industry began to grow up in 
those months. (Cont. an page 20) 
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THE MOVIES 
(From page 19) 

It was also a matter of survival. 
They formed a Production Code Ad- 
ministration who would be given the 
power and authority to enforce the 
Lord-Quigley Code. Compliance would 
be mandatory. Each film made had 
to comply with the Code and would 
receive a Seal of Approval. Without 
such a Seal no film could play any 
large theater. Heavy fines would be 
levied on anyone attempting to flaunt 
the Code. Films made by other than 
members, and foreign films, would 
also be judged against the provisions 
of the Code. If they failed to measure 
up they could not be booked into the 
theaters controlled by the major pro- 
ducers which, in those days, meant 
almost all first run theaters. 

Thus the Legion of Decency, sup- 
ported in its mission by all faiths had 
forced the industry to assume moral 
responsibility for the product it was 
creating. It actually helped save the 
industry from itself. The industry in 
turn set up an airtight self-regulation 
—a self-policed system so strict that 
the need for further governmental 
control or censorship was eliminated. 

What was this Code which was to 
become a guide under which movies 
were made for 20 years that followed? 
Here are some actual excerpts from it: 

“No picture shall be produced 
which will lower the moral standards 
of those who see it. Hence the sym- 
pathy of the audience shall:never be 
thrown to the side of crime, wrong 
doing, evil or sin...” 

“The technique of murder must be 
presented in a way that will not in- 
spire imitation...” 

“Adultery, necessary 
plot material, must not be explicitly 
treated or justified or presented at- 
tractively ...” 

“The treatment of low, disgusting, 
unpleasant, though not necessarily 
evil subjects should be subject always 
to the dictates of good taste and a 
regard for the sensibilities of the 
audience...” 

The Code is utilized mainly in the 
pre-production stages of a film—al- 
though the Seal of Approval is with- 
held until the final cut film is ready 
for review. The Code comes into play 
in determining the type of plays, 
novels and stories to be bought as 
well as in their adaptation to the 
screen. It is obvious that it would be 
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expensive and impractical for a pro- 
ducer to spend $2,500,000 on a film 
merely on the chance that it would 
receive approval. The Legion on the 
other hand, views the finished prod- 
uct for its moral evaluation. The Code 
and the Legion evaluation have no 
connection yet it is obvious that the 
Legion is stricter in its interpretation 
than the Code and thus a film re- 
leased without the Code Seal of Ap- 
proval would almost automatically 
qualify for condemnation by the Legion. 

There was concern in the middle 
Thirties that this Code and the box 
office pressure of the Legion of 
Decency would result in films all 
goodness and light with a strong dose 
of Pollyanna. Pope Pius XI com- 
mented on this in his Encyclical Let- 
ter to Archbishops and Bishops on the 
subject of Motion Pictures, June 29 
1936 in which he stated: 

“Although in certain quarters it 
was predicted that artistic values in 
the motion picture would be impaired 
seriously by the reform insisted upon 
by The Legion of Decency it appears 
quite the contrary happened and The 
Legion of Decency has given no little 
impetus to efforts to advance the cin- 
ema on the road to noble artistic signi- 
ficance by directing it toward the 
production of classic masterpieces as 
well as of original creations of uncom- 
mon worth.” 

This old argument that the Code, 
and the Legion denies adult films to 
America has again been raised re- 
cently. It is as false today as it was in 
the Thirties as the following statistics 
indicate. Some 17,000 films were 
made under the provisions of the 
Code in the past two decades. The 
majority of these received Legion of 
Decency approval. And among them 
are the greatest artistic and financial 
successes Hollywood ever produced. 

Of the 26 films which won Oscars 
in the past 20 years some 18 received 
unqualified Legion approval. In the 
seven years ending 1954 the Legion 
has given A-1 (Morally unobjection- 
able for general patronage) to 42% of 
all American made feature film; A-2 
(Morally unobjectionable for adults) 
to 38%; and B (Morally objectionable 
in part for all) to 19%. Less than % of 
1% of the films made in those seven 
years—or a total of 11 films—have 
received the Legion’s C (Condemned) 
rating. Of the 18 major films made 
in 1954—that those costing $4,000,000 
or more to produce—15_ received 
Legion approval. 

The above proves that the impact 
of the Code and the moral evaluation 
of the Legion have been fairly close. 
The work of the two has staved off 
federal censorship. It forced Holly- 
wood to produce finer films not only 





morally acceptable but artistically of 
a very high order. The 20 year 
record has not been perfect but it 
has been very, very good and certainly 
unmatched by any other form of en- 
tertainment media. 

Why then did three producers take 
steps to publicly flaunt the Code—and 
the Legion—and inspire this attack 
upon both? Artistic integrity? None 
of the three films—The Moon Is Blue 
—The French Line—I Am A Camera 
—qualify as heavily artistic efforts, in 
fact all received very cool critical 
notices. But each of the three have 
done far better at the box office 
thanks to the publicity they received 
as a result of their departure from 
the Code. The objectionable portions 
of these films did not contribute any- 
thing to the value of the films—they 
could have been dropped without 
changing the quality of the movies. 
In other words it paid to make an 
objectionable film. It had paid in the 
Twenties and early Thirties, also. 

There is another element to the 
situation—with exhibitors now inde- 
pendent of the motion picture pro- 
ducers, objectionable films can be 
booked into first run theaters. The 
inevitable publicity that objectionable 
films receive seems to bring out huge 
audiences. They make money for 
producers—they make money for exhi- 
bitors as well. Add to this the Supreme 
Court decision against state censor- 
ship and it appears there is no longer 
a legal or organizational defense 
against immoral films. Two other 
films are now planned by indepen- 
dent producers which, they have an- 
nounced in advance, will not seek 
the MPAA Seal of Approval. 

This stand against the Code is 
being supported by influential film re- 
viewers of major newspapers. Others, 
like Bosley Crowther, New York Times 
reviewer, reluctantly admit that the 
industry does need a Code. He calls, 
however, for a system of grade label- 
ling on films—unobjectionable for all 
—objectionable for adults—and con- 
demned. Although he does not men- 
tion it this is quite similar to the 
Legion labelling system. 

Such pre-labelling also calls for 
some pre-planning. It would mean 
that producers would consciously 
make some films for specific age 
groups—that instead of attempting to 
make so-called “family” films there 
would be some (Cont. on page 22) 
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DISPENSATION ...Can a Priest or 
Nun who has been professed and 
Ordained ever come out of their 
orders and marry and stay in the 
Catholic Church? This question has 
been asked several times by non- 
Catholic friends and I would like the 
correct answer. 


A person, whether a man who is 
not ordained or a woman, who be- 
comes a member of a religious order 
and who takes final vows in the order 
can be released from these final vows, 
in some cases by the Bishop of the 
diocese, in other cases by the Holy 
See. In every such case, the request 
for this dispensation from the vows 
must be sent either to the Bishop or 
to Rome, together with the reasons 
for seeking the dispensation. If, in 
the judgment of the authorities, the 
reasons are valid, a dispensation 
from the vows of religious Poverty, 
Chastity and Obedience will be 
given. By this dispensation, the vows 
are completely nullified and_there- 
fore the person who has been dis- 
pensed can validly marry in the 
Catholic Church and live the life of 
a good lay man or lay woman, as long 
as no other impediment or marriage 
exists. 

In the case of a priest, though, 
another impediment does exist. A 
priest who is a member of a religious 
order is bound to chastity under two 
titles: one, because of his religious 
profession and two, because of his or- 
dination to the priesthood. The dis- 
pensation mentioned above and 
granted by the Bishop or the Holy 
See is a dispensation from the relig- 
ious vows only. Consequently, a priest 
who receives such a_ dispensation 
would no longer be bound to Poverty 
or to Obedience to his religious su- 
perior. However, he would remain 
bound to Chastity because of his 
ordination. Since he still has the vow 
of Chastity because of his ordina- 
tion, he could not marry in the Cath- 
olic Church and if he did attempt to 
marry outside of the Church he 
would be excommunicated. 

Generally, when priests leave re- 
ligious orders, they do not retire 
from the priesthood. Generally they 
become diocesan priests and work as 
curates or pastors in the diocese that 
receives them. 

You could sum this whole answer 
up in a few words. A nun or a sister 
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can validly leave her religious order 
and can validly marry. A priest who 
leaves a religious order cannot marry. 
7 7 7 7 

CONVERTS ... Why is it that Prot- 
estant ministers do not become Cath- 
oli What about such prominent 
ones as Mr. Peale, Mr. Pike and Mr. 
Graham, to mention just a few? How 
do they interpret Matt: 16-18? 





Protestant ministers do become 
Catholics. Our Founder, Father Paul, 
was a Protestant minister and became 
a Catholic. Associated with him were 
several other ministers: Msgr. Hawks 
for instance, Father McClellan, and 
about eight or ten others who also 
became Catholic around the same 
time. That was in 1908. The Anglican 
Bishop of Delaware, Bishop Kinsman, 
became a Catholic around 1920. The 
Reverend Seldon B. Delaney, Rector 
of Saint Mary’s of the Angels in New 
York City, an Anglican Church, be- 
came a Catholic some time in the ’30s 
and at a very late age he was or- 
dained. Recently, the Rector and 
Assistant Rector Harry Price and Wil- 
liam Kernan of Saint James Church 
in Scarsdale also became Catholics. 

It is true that most ministers either 
do not receive the gift of Faith or do 
not have the courage of their convic- 
tions. Why Mr. Pike, Mr. Peale and 
Mr. Graham remain outside of the 
Church is beyond me. I don’t know 
how they interpret Matt: 16-18. I 
suppose they get around it some way. 

oe 8 )(% 


PURGATORY... Back in June, some- 
body asked how to explain Purgatory 
to non-Catholics. I agree with your 
answer all right, but I just want to 
tell you that it won’t go down here, 
no matter what! I think Purgatory is 
enormously consoling, but you can 
talk till you’re green to people down 
here, especially Billy Graham’s fol- 
lowers, and nothing happens. One of 
his boys over in Oklahoma preaches 
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regularly that once you are Saved, 
you cannot get un-Saved. As far as | 
can see, he is telling them to do as 
they please—they are Saved, and that’s 
all, brother—no more worries. How- 
ever, that is the way a good many of 
them act. 

I have argued with people about 
some of our crooked politicians, for 
instance. I ask how they can do as 
they do when they are such devoted 
Christians—so called. And the answer 
is that they are Saved, period. One of 
the poor lads died very suddenly two 
years ago. He was going to be ar- 
rested when he returned from a trip, 
but died first. His fellow-churchmen 
said that he would be looked after 
in Heaven. Complete confusion on 
my part at that one. 

You probably do not hear the 
Gospel Songs like we do on every 
program, or you might be familiar 
with one that explains the whole 
thing. It is about a villain who dies, 
and because he was so mean, he gets 
“a rusty old halo, skinny white cloud, 
a robe so woolly it scratches—”. My 
little boys think that it is a real high- 
class song and bellow it enthusiasti- 
cally. 

The man on the radio who said you 
could not get un-Saved also said you 
did not have to let any character with 
his collar turned backwards tell you 
any stuff about Purgatory, so when 
I talk about it the local people just 
look at me with fish-eyes, probably 
thinking they don’t have to take that 
from the only adult Catholic in town. 


As for the people who live down 
your way, there isn’t very much that 
you can do except say a few prayers 
for them every once in a while. If 
they are to follow a rational presenta- 
tion of a doctrine like Purgatory, the 
people to whom you speak need a 
certain amount of logic and a sense of 
consistency and just plain ordinary 
common sense. As you can see, their 
minds are truly closed and it would 
seem that no amount of talking on 
your part will do them any good. 

You never can tell, though. Some- 
thing that is greeted with a_ blank 
stare today may slowly sink into their 
consciousness and begin to make them 
wonder. So, regardless of the appar- 
ent uselessness of talking about the 
doctrines of the Church, keep right on 
explaining at every opportunity you 
get. You may very well indeed plant 
the seed of a conversion. 




















































THE MOVIES 
(From page 20) made for children and 
others made only for adults. Unfor- 
tunately such a system would require 
a drastic overhaul of present admission 
policies in movie theaters—one very 
unlikely to take place. In fact the 
tendency is to couple an adult-type 
film with a western and hope to thus 
lure both children and adult admis- 
sions to the same bill. There are prac- 
tically no consistent attempts to pre- 
sent all-children’s programs. 

Adult films not only raise the ques- 
tion of controlled patronage but also 
“What is an adult?” The Legion of 
Decency admits that age constitutes 
only an approximate measurement. 
They say that “Adult, in its complete 
sense, involves a certain amount of 
maturity—physical, emotional, men- 
tal and spiritual... One should hes- 
itate to become so specific as to men- 
tion a definite age at which, in all 
eases, childhood and_ adolescence 
cease and adulthood begins.” 

Into this entire question is the salu- 
tary stand taken by the major films 
producers of Hollywood. The criticism 
and agitation does not stem from the 
big film makers but from the small, 
one film, operators. How do the big 
guns feel about the question? With 
the exception of Sam Goldwyn (whose 
stand is doubly puzzling in view of 
the fact that his films were never con- 
demned nor seriously criticized on 
moral content) the big movie makers 
have taken a firm and unified stand. 

In February 1954 the eight major 
Hollywood companies  re-endorsed 
the quarter century old Code and re- 
leased a statement that they continue 
to believe implicitly in its principles 
and that they feel “Decent entertain- 
ment continues to be the best enter- 
tainment.” Their-stand was amplified 
in the MPAA Annual Report for 1954 
in which the industry stated: 

“...it is with complete confidence 
that we can expect even greater re- 
spect and honor to be rendered to the 
Code in the future as the industry goes 
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Consult your newspaper 

for station and time in forward to new accomplishments as 
‘ : a free institution.” 
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Then what is all the shouting 

Father Director, Ave Maria about? If the industry itself is backing 

Hour, Graymoor, Garrison, N.Y. the Code and the Legion of Decency 

F , is alert isn’t the entire issue rather 
trivial? 


The answer is an emphatic No! 
The three films in question are only 
examples of a trend. They are being 
used to show that such films can 
make a bundle of money. They almost 
suggest that Legion condemnation 
increases the box office receipts. Such 
financial success is tempting. It 
weakens the stand of the major com- 
panies. This could well lead to an 
eventual break- (Cont. on page 24) 
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by 


LYNN ALEXANDER 


2088 So. Winona Court, Denver, Colo. 


Hi, Teens! Christmas, in addition to 
holding a wealth of spiritual signifi- 
cance, is a delightful season. Perhaps 
the real delight lies in being able to 
put into action the spiritual meanings, 
the love of man that Christ brought us 
through His humble Birth. That, of 
course, is the fundamental basis of 
truly living Christmas each year. 

But the little extraneous excitements 
are fun too. The bustle of shoppers 
shivering in the crisp December air, 
the fresh sight of holly wreaths tied 
with a bright red ribbon to the door, 
the scent of “newness” drifting through 
the department stores, the melodious 
jingle of the Salvation Army bell over 
the old tarnjshed pots, the fantastic 
figuring and re-figuring of the budget 
as each gift slices deeper than ex- 
pected.... Yes, and even wrapping 
Christmas packages! 

What a tiresome chore Christmas 
packages had always been for me until 
two years ago! Until that last moment 
when I had to sit down and actually 
wrap the gifts, I enjoyed every 
minute of the busy hum of Christmas. 
But then came that awful sinking 
sensation....these gifts must be 
wrapped and goodness knows I can’t 
afford fancy store wrappings! 

Plunk. There went the fun of 
Christmas! 

Two years ago I decided to do 
something about that inevitable plunk. 
True, the plunk in no way affected the 
spiritual appreciation of the Blessed 
Season. But it did seem to grab the 
fun of gift giving by the tail and wag 
it unmercifully. Eyeing the gifts on the 
kitchen table to be wrapped, I mur- 
mured a silent ugh and mentally 
scouted around for my thinking cap. 
The motions were automatic. Place 





























the box on the shiny paper, fold. ... 
now, where is the Scotch tape? The 
container was empty. “How odd,” I 
thought, glaring at the empty little 
red plaid container, “why it looks 
just like a sleigh!” 

From that moment on, Christmas 
gift wrapping has never been the 
same. It has never been boring or 
tiresome. It has become a_ pleasant 
challenge to the imagination! 

Here is what can be done with the 
empty Scotch tape container: 
SUPPLIES: 

(1) Santa Claus- cut out from 

magazine or Christmas card 

(2) Animal cut out from maga- 

zine—something to draw the 
sleigh. It can be the con- 
ventional reindeer or, if you 
want to be humorous, you 
can use a kitten, puppy, 
lion, hoot owl, ete. 

(3) Cotton 

(4) Assortment of the following: 

pennies, candy corn, life- 
savers, suckers, peanuts, lic- 
orice sticks ete. 

Use as many or as few of these 
candy supplies as you like. Generally, 
the total cost to cover all of your gift 
wrapping accessories will not exceed 
fifty cents. 

Now, you are ready to set the scene 
on your package. The Scotch tape 
container, which is metal, must be 
fastened securely to your box. Fas- 
teners for all of your accessories can 
be made by folding a small piece of 
Scotch tape double, with the sticky 
side out. One sticky side is attached 
to the sleigh, the other to the wrap- 
ping paper. A dull finish paper serves 
better than slick because the tape will 
adhere more firmly. Make several 
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small Scotch tape fasteners in this 
manner and attach them wherever 
the sleigh seems loose. Using the tape 
folded, attach it to your Santa and 
fasten him in place on the swoop 
end of the sleigh. 

The cotton serves as Santa’s, beard 
and for the snow. His soft cotton 
beard can be placed on his chin with 
the folded tape. To cover the brand 
name on the sleigh, attach cotton 
liberally. Dots or strands of cotton 
snow are placed in front and behind 
the sleigh. 

Now, for Santa’s treasures... .to 
the rounded end of the sleigh, attach 
the candy, peanuts, etc. Spilling be- 
hind the sleigh onto the snow will be 
additional goodies falling from Santa’s 
hoard. And that’s all there is to it! 

Here are some of the other scenes 
that I’ve used in the past: 

SUPPLIES: 

(1) Small branch tip trimmings 

from the Christmas tree 

(2) Assortment of candies; pen- 

nies 

(3) Cotton 

(4) Tinsel, icycles, Christmas 

snow 

(5) Old jewelry 

The small branch tip, saved from 
the trimming of your Christmas tree, 
serves as your gift wrapping tree. 
Fasten it upright on the package. 
Now, your “tree” can be decorated 
with tinsel and icycles, Christmas 
snow, candies, and pennies. Here and 
there an odd piece of jewelry can be 
attached to the branches, especially 
on top where you might want a star. 
Cotton can surround the base of the 
tree. 

A variation is to attach humorous 
objects such as beans, peanuts, rice, 
and other unperishables found in the 
kitchen. 

Another variation used last year 
was the use of the humorous tree 
filled with eligible looking men that 
appeared in the magazine about that 
time. This was sent to a maiden cous- 
in whose avowed desire right now is 
in looking for a husband. In addition 
to the bachelors already perched in 
the tree, candies and icycles were 
attached. 

SUPPLIES: 

(1) Chimney cut out from maga- 

zine or card 

(2) One doll sock 

(3) Assortment of candies 

The chimney is (Cont. on page 24) 
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Educate 


a worthy boy so that he 
can reach the Altar of God 


Co-cperate 
in the Missionary work 
of the Graymoor Friars 


Participate 
in God's Holy work for 
the Salvation of Souls 






You CAN satisfy the charity 
burning in your heart to do all 
of these things. Perhaps, in 
justice to yourself, you feel that 
you cannot do them right now. 
But by remembering the Gray- 
moor Friars in your will you 
can accomplish all this and 
share in the rewards promised 
by Christ. Keep alive the Chris- 
tian tradition of real charity by 
sharing something with Christ, 
Our Blessed Lord and Saviour 
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AMeres How, 


Merely insert in your will: | give, devise, and 
bequeath to the Friars of the Atonement, Inc., 
Graymoor, Garrison, N. Y., the sum of $ 
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TEEN TOPICS 
(From page 23) fastened into place 
by Scotch tape fasteners. The doll 
sock is attached in place on the chim 
ney. Candies are placed inside the 
sock and are scattered on the base of 
the package, as though they have 
fallen out in Santa’s haste. In placing 
the candies, pennies, and peanuts on 
the packages, by the way, the tape 
goes over the object. Most of them 
cannot be attached from underneath. 
The weight of the candy will pull 
them off. 

SUPPLIES: 

(1) Christ Child, Mary, Joseph 
Kings, Shepherds, and Na 
tivity animals cut out from 
Christmas card 

(2) Straw or dry grass 

3) Gifts to the Christ Child 
pennies, incense, and tiny 
bottle filled with either 
water, cologne, or bath oil 

(4) A shiny object (such as a 

fallen set from jewelry) for 
the star 

With the supplies, you'll have no 

difficulty in assembling the Nativity 
scene. A variation is to enclose the 
scene in a Rosary held on the package 
with tape. 


( 


This can be a winter scene, a school 
scene, religious, or whatever you 
desire. The principle figures on the 
package are pictures of the family or 
friends which have been cut out of 
snapshots. Papa, for instance, could 
be carrying a sack on his back filled 
with cigars. Any Dad would welcome 
this added touch. Mom might be sit- 
ting on a powder puff under the 
Christmas tree (using the branch tip 
for a tree). Brother or Sis might be 
contemplating a real pencil while 
studying their Christmas list. (The 
clean side of the tape from a grocery 
bill, on which you have scrawled 
names, serves fine!) 

So, there are a few new ideas, 
teens. This Christmas hope you will 
enjoy gift wrapping as much as I do! 
Till next time, a very happy and 
blessed Christmas and God’s best to 
you and yours! t 





THE MOVIES 

(From page 22) down of the Code— 
and the theory of self-regulation with- 
in an entertainment industry. It would 
hasten the day of federal censorship 
which would cripple the motion pic- 
ture industry. 

In this battle money talks—and 
loud. The two concepts, one of re- 
sponsible self-regulation, the other of 
irresponsibility will meet head on at 
the box office. Preliminary reports 
are not very promising. While the ma- 
jority of decent films can, and do, 
bring in the dol- (Cont. on page 26) 
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by John Patrick Gillese 
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NOT ONE OF MY MOST DEVOTED FOL- 
Lowers (and surely I have such!) 
can guess what this month’s chat will 
be about. I did want to tell you about 
the four young whooping cranes that 
were hatched and raised at Fort Smith 
in the North-West Territories this 
year: a miracle as far as this rare, 
and almost extinct, bird is concerned, 
for, if hunters will only spare them, 
these four will live perhaps 40 or 50 
years and may save the species. I was 
thinking of sending along a picture 
of a pet coyote (and will, very soon!) 
and also wanted to tell deer hunters 
how they could make Mom the most 
wonderful set of handles for her carv- 
ing set—but these must all wait. 

This month— the month of holly 
wreaths and mistletoe boughs and 
happy families and stockings hung on 
fireplaces and Christmas trees shim- 
mering and baby faces, fresh from 
heaven, all lit up—I’m going to talk 
about something important to the 
hearts of all of us—homes. 

Homes? No, not quite. Only mothers 
and fathers and the miracle of their 
love made flesh—children—can make 
homes. So I'm talking about houses. 
And here’s why. 

Last spring I started building them! 
That’s right. After almost two decades 
as one of those odd individuals who 
make their living from “writing,” I 
entered the construction business. 
Now, I don’t swing the hammer and 
saw—heaven forbid! I design them, 
estimate their cost, find lots, order 
the materials, keep books, sell them— 
and my partner, who is an artist with 
tools, builds them. The reason why 
I went into this is a story I may some 
day tell but which, for now, remains 
my secret. This I can tell you: my 
project is a dedicated one. I don’t 
really care if I ever “make” money on 
these houses (I probably will) but I 
do want to build at least 50 or a 100 
houses that will, some day, be happy 


homes. So I'm going to talk to you 
about houses—and if you haven't one 
of your own this Christmas, I hope 
you will have by the time Christmas 
1956 rolls around. 

If you're debating whether or not 
you should own a home of your own, 
I will swing my weight on the affirma- 
tive and say: yes, by all means. The 
Son of Man’s most sorrowful lament 
was that even the animals of the field 
had a place to call their own, but He 
had nowhere to lay His head. A home 
gives you a pli ace to sink your roots, 
a spot of permanency in a chaotic 
world. It is the most important struc- 
ture in the nation because it is (or 
should be) the family shrine, the 
centre of human love, the true cradle 
of the nation’s greatness. It is, also, 
the best business investment you ever 
will make. The rent that an average 
family can pay out (while dreaming 
of the “place” they're going to buy or 
build “some day”) may run to about 
$25,000. That money can be invested 
in a place of your own, and while it 
may deteriorate a bit in value, it may 
just as likely increase; and even at 
the worst, you will still find that over 
25 years, you've accumulated an asset 
worth anywhere from seven to fifteen 
thousand dollars—and at less cost 
than rent. 

To buy or to build? America has 
gone do-it-yourself crazy, which is a 
very good thing. For all that, not too 
many people will want to build their 
own home, mostly because they have 
neither the time nor training to do 
the job correctly. My own opinion, 
unless you happen to be very handy 
with tools, is that you will be better 
to let a private carpenter, or small 
contractor, do the job for you. The 
big contractors are concerned with 
mass production—“project homes’— 
and will not deviate from their basic 
house-types. Their overhead is ter- 
rific, they generally suffer a lot of 
waste (a hundred laborers “loafing” 


for one hour each per day, costs 
that contractor about $200 a day!) 
and they have, in a lot of cases, made 
national housing projects very unsatis- 
factory though even these homes are 
a better investment than renting. 

If you do want to build your own 
home, you will have to plan your 
financing. Depending on your age, 
character rating and income, you will 
be able to borrew sufficient money 
under the various government housing 
projects to get the house you can 
afford. Even so, you will need some 
cash of your own. In Canada, home- 
owners can get such a house with as 
little as $1500 cash of their own, but 
they are safer to have $2500 or $3,000 
before they start. Allow much the 
same ratio for the region in which 
you live. Those ineligible for national 
housing loans may get this money 
form private companies—but at a 
higher interest rate. Always when bor- 
rowing, try to get a low interest rate: 
around 5% is excellent; 6% is stiff; 
anything over that is just too much. 
(One man I know borrowed $10,000 
at 7%: his interest payment the first 
year was $700!) 

A word about the size of home (and 
loan) you need. Most young people 
make the mistake of wanting a palace 
before they can afford a cottage. You 
are much better to start small, secure 
that, then go after that “dream home” 
than to plunge yourself into lifelong 
debt on an elaborate residence. To be 
safe, the amount of the mortgage you 
assume on your home should not be 
more than double your yearly income. 
To illustrate: if you earn $3,000 a 
year, you should not assume a mort- 
gage for MORE than $6,000. If you 
have several small children and un- 
usual responsibilities, try to keep it 
at 1% times your annual income: in 
this case $4,500. Approved home- 
lenders tell me the average family is 
tied so tightly to budgets that if they 
miss one payment they can never 
catch up. I might add, though, that 
if your chances for salary increase are 
good, and if the increases will be 
regular (as, say, with civil servants) 
then you can, with caution, exceed 
the amount of the loan I have recom- 
mended. But in no case go over 2% 
times what your income will average 
for the next three years. Better to take 
a smaller, or less expensive home, 
and then, when (Cont. on page 26) 


BURN A VOTIVE LIGHT 
in honor of 


CHRIST THE KING 


Savior of the World 





See complete details on page 32 





THAT ALL MAY BE ONE - (he Zamp - 25 











‘go teach ye 
all nations’ 


; 
k 


> 





WSS 


Se 
“RGRSS 


The Graymoor Priest, in 
the footsteps of Christ, 
goes through the world 
winning souls for God’s 
Kingdom. His is a 
satisfying life of high 
adventure that calls for 
deep charity and sacrifice. 
Young men of High 
School and College age 
are invited to join 
us in our noble, 
thrilling work. 








GRAYMOOR FRIARS 

Graymoor, Garrison, New York 
Please send me without obligation your litera- 
ture in regard to: 


C{] Priesthood {] Brotherhood Age. 
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The Seminarians of the Society 

of the Atonement include the 

petitions of all their benefactors 

in their daily devotions in honor 
of the Holy Spirit. 


Send your Petitions to 


REVEREND RECTOR, S.A. 
ATONEMENT SEMINARY 
WASHINGTON 17, D.C. 
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MOSTLY FOR MEN 

(From page 25) increased income be- 
comes a reality, sell it and get a better 
place. 

The price of a house is not a static 
thing, though in project areas each 
home is priced about the same—chiefly 
because “services” (sewer, light and 
gas) are the same and the houses are 
built to a basic design. But if you 
are not in a project area—to illustrate 
—a three-bedroom house (and you 
should have a least three bedrooms) 
may cost you anywhere from $10,000 
to $50,000! This includes basement 
and price of lot, though in California 
and elsewhere in the south, basements 
are usually not wanted and not nec- 
essary, whereas in Canada, basements 
and heavy construction are absolutely 
essential. The difference in price 
comes from the materials used inside 
those four walls—tile on the bathroom, 
for instance; unfinished basement, or 
mahogony panelling with a pool table 
and a bathroom in the basement; etc., 
etc. 

Contractors usually scout around 
buying up good lots and so you are 
more likely to get your lot through 
your contractor than on your own. 
Assuming you want to pick your own 
lot, here are some pertinent things 
to remember. How far are you from 
utilities? Every foot you have to ex- 
cavate to the main sewer, or to the 
gas-line, will cost you a lot of money. 
How far are you from parochial and 
public schools, from a local shopping 
centre, from a major shopping centre, 
from a major highway or thorough- 
fare, from hospitals? The schools are 
important to yourself, vital to re-sale. 
Young housewives with children can’t 
go three miles for their shopping. You 
need good streets (gravelled or 
paved) not only to get to work in 
inclement weather but to keep your 
toddlers clean. (Thank you, dear 
mothers, for that shout of applause. 
Old J. P. helped bathe one little 
brown-eyed girl three times a day one 
year: we were in an unpaved area!) 
Finally, in this respect, DON’T buy 
next to a street or avenue in or near 
an industrial area. The dirt caused by 
heavy traffic is grim; the threat to 
your little children (or to would-be 
buyers with babes) is grimmer. 

Before you sign for that lot—or 
before you agree to the one your con- 
tractor suggests—what are the build- 
ings around you like? If they are out 
of your class either way—too shabby 
or too expensive—look some more. An 
unkempt neighborhood greatly depre- 
ciates the value of your home. A too 
ritzy area will drive you to despair. 

Lastly, is the lot level or rough, 
high or low? Low lots may mean a 
real headache in wet weather. To 
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build them up is a costly job, and you 
run the added risk of having the 
ground “settle” and thus ruin your 
foundation, sidewalks, etc. 

The trend now is to the suburbs, 
where all these factors will require 
your attention. “Acreages”, too, to give 
privacy and room for landscaping and 
gardening, are becoming popular. If 
you choose the latter, you must seri- 
ously consider roads, schools and 
shopping facilities; also decide wheth- 
er or not you can afford pressure sys- 
tems for plumbing, whether you want 
to use propane or coal, and the like. 

Next month, everbody willing, 
we'll discuss how you can figure out 
what your home should cost you—and 
with the blueprint I'll give you, you 
can't go too far wrong. Meanwhile, 
if you're very interested in this sub- 
ject, why not drop me a line, care of 
the magazine? Tell me what you want 
to know. I can’t answer all letters in- 
dividually, but perhaps we can pro- 
duce some articles that will save you 
hundreds of dollars—and get you your 
happy home. 

For now, God’s warmest Christmas 
blessings to you all. 





THE MOVIES 

(From page 24) lars —the other type 
is proving to have plenty of box office 
pull as well. And, in the few instances 
where a decent film is pitted against 
an indecent one, the latter seems to 
draw the most coin. Sharp eyes will be 
watching this. 

The lines seem to be drawing for a 
slam bang battle. It will have consid- 
erable influence on the movies you 
and your children see. It will surely 
spillover into television and greatly 
affect the standards of the industry. 
TV is watching and wondering, par- 
ticularly since recently when TV 
received a spanking from the Senate 
Committee investigating juvenile de- 
linquency. This Committee claimed 
TV crime shows do more to foster de- 
linquency than movies or the comics. 

Movies and TV are competitors. 
Any relaxation of movie standards 
will foreshadow a similar relaxation 
in television. There is another connec- 
tion. Some 80% of the films made in 
Hollywood today are for television. 
The Code subtly influences those films 
today. If the Code were wrecked the 
influence would continue but it would 
hardly be a beneficial one. 

It is obvious (Cont. on page 28) 
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by Nancy Westlake 








1 CAN TELL BY THE BELLS. By the 
large and lumpy packages on the 
closet’s highest shelf. By the huge 
streamer headlines in the paper 
“ONLY FOURTEEN SHOPPING 
DAYS UNTIL...” 

It’s Christmas, all right. I can smell 
it in the icy air. Christmas smells like 
pine trees and fruitcake: like wrapping 
paper, glue, and tall, happy candles. 

It’s Christmas, and anyone can feel 
it. The atmosphere is charged with 
things to come. At Christmas, anyone 
can hope: almost anyone can smile. 
Anyone can be a child, at Christmas. 


. what sort of cook are you? 
Oh, of course I don’t mean Good or 
Bad ... that’s your secret. I mean, are 
you the girl who faithfully sticks to 
the cookbook, or are you one of us 
wild ones who cooks by intuition?? 

Either method is bound by the law 
of averages to produce some epics and 
some floppers. I do get rather violent 
though, when someone asserts in bellig- 
erent tones that theirs it the only way 
to make Elderberry Fritters or what- 
ever. More and more the intuitive, 
individual cook is being shoved back 
into her Victorian pantry by some 
member of the “all measurements ab- 
solutely level” school of cuisine. Now 
it’s all measured down to the eights 
or you're banished from the league. 

My sister’s a very good cook. She 
is also a firm believer in the sacred- 
ness of the Printed Word. If the side 
of the can says cook it this way, she 
does. . .with fine results. I'll have to 
admit that much. 

She gets all upset when she sees 
me putting my frozen vegetables into 
a foot of water. “It says on the side of 
the package...” (I also throw all the 
vitamins down the sink, but she hasn’t 
caught me at it yet). 

One would think, to watch her knit 
her brow and peruse a label, that she 
was hopelessly addicted to following 


directions. Luckily, she has her weak- 
ness. 

Tuna. Confronted with a can of 
tuna and a request for sandwiches, 
she loses all control and becomes one 
of the finest intuitive cooks you can 
imagine. Tuna brings out the best (or 
if you prefer, the worst) in her. She 
dumps the grated fish into a bowl... 
her eyes glaze slightly. . her. hands 
twitch nervously toward the spice 
shelf...she grabs the curry powder, 
the mayonnaise, two kinds of hot 
sauce, some old marmalade. . .creation 
begins! 

No two batches of Marcia’s tuna 
spread taste exactly alike... always 
different, always delicious. Sometimes 
onion, sometimes curry predominates. 
Once it tasted very much like peanut 
butter, but I think it was just the 
knife. These sandwiches used to be 
the high point of my Fridays. But alas, 
Marcia has taken her talents away 
into the echoing halls of Matrimony, 
and we have to make do with lumpy 
salmon patties. Fridays around here 
just aren’t what they used to be at all. 


I KNOW MY MOTHER must be an intui- 
tive cook, because she is a natural 
born direction-flouter, and I can’t 
quite picture her studying a recipe 
very seriously. 

I can’t give an accurate description 
of her kitchen methods, because she’s 
too fast for me. Much too fast. She 
comes home from a full day at the 
college, secretes herself in the kitchen, 
and after twenty minutes or so, calls 
all hands to a five or six-course dinner. 
I've never peeked into the scullery 
regions to explore the reasons for this 
speedy service because frankly, I'm 
afraid I'll see Mother sitting cross- 
legged on the kitchen floor, muttering 
incantations, while lots of little men, 
four inches high, with pointed ears, 
swarm over the stove and peel the 
potatoes. 


Harsh circumstances(male) turned 
me into an intuitive cook early in mar- 
ried life. With bridely enthusiasm, I 
was all for trying the suggestions in a 
well-known cookbook (wedding gift) 
on How to Feed Husbands. 

The very first week, I served him 
something called Vegetable Timbales 

. sort of a main-dish custard, with 
string beans instead of raisins. Then 
I made some popovers that didn't. 

He was strangely silent as he pushed 
his plate away. A few days later, still 
laboring under misguided obedience 
to that blank book, I offered him some 
creamed peas, covered with a white 
sauce made the hard way. I hadn't 
quite got the knack of it yet, and the 
little lumps of ossified flour outnum- 
bered the tender green peas forty-five 
to one. Let us charitably draw a 
curtain over the scene that followed. 
And also plug our ears. Suffice it to 
say that I decided to struggle along 
on radar. I can’t say it was any better 

. but is wasn’t any worse. We're 
still married. 


ONE OF THE NICER FACETS of intuitive 
cookery is its economic potential. If 
the intuitive cook hasn’t just the de- 
sired ingredients, she makes do with 
something better. That's how I dis- 
covered fish cakes fried in bacon 
drippings . . . no shortening. More spec- 
tacularly, I ran out of large onions 
before payday, and turned up the 
trick of using little green ones, all 
chopped up, for the onion essence in 
my Spanish Rice casserole. They're 
just different, that’s all. Nice and 
chive-ish. One day, lacking a lemon 
for use on broccoli, I substituted some 
wine vinegar ...and haven't changed 
back yet. 


HERE'S AN “INTUITIVE” RECIPE from 
the family archives. I’ve put the pro- 
portions down here in all their original 
elasticity. It’s a pretty happy thing 
to have bubbling away in your oven 
on a cold December morning. Change 
it all you want... it’s open to sug- 
gestions. And it only takes one bowl 
. one spoon: 


1 cupful sweet milk 

1 large spoonful sweet butter 
1 egg 

teaspoonful salt 

spoonfuls baking-powder 

A good half-cupful sugar 


toe 


“Mix the baking- (Cont. on page 28) 
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To honor your favorite Patron 


Votive Lights are tokens of your devotion 





At Graymoor in our numerous chapels we have shrines of 





ST. ANTHONY ST. PIUS X 





Finder of Lost Things Frequent Communion 
St. Joseph st. Ann 
Employment and Good Death Happy Marriage 





ST. CHRISTOPHER THE SACRED HEART 


Safe Journey Happy Home 





OUR LADY OF THE Our Lady of the 
ATONEMENT Miraculous Medal 


Shepherdess of the wandering sheep Helper in adversities 





CHRIST THE KING THE LITTLE FLOWER 


Savior of the World Roses from Heaven 





THE INFANT OF PRAGUE | BI. Martin de Porres 


Finances Good Health 








Large Votive Lights are $1.00 each 


Send your petition or thanksgiving to 


FRANCISCAN FRIARS OF THE ATONEMENT 
Graymoor, Garrison, N. Y. 
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MOSTLY FOR WOMEN 

(From page 27) powder with a little 
of the flour before adding the other in- 
gredients. Cover the top of the cake as 
you desire, with bits of butter, sugar, 
and spices, or what you will. This is 
good as a hot breakfast-cake.” 


You see? It doesn’t even order you 
sharply to cook it at such-and-such a 
Fahrenheit in a pan exactly 25” by 
18”, as most recipes are wont to do. 
Cook it in an old boot, for all I care. 
But use a moderate oven, or the sugar 
will burn. And as for the topping, let 
your genius be your guide. Peaches? 
Mmmmm. Walnut halves? Superb! 
Blueberries? .. . cut me another piece, 
will you please? And don’t be stingy. 
It makes enough for six, after all. T 





THE MOVIES 

(From page 26) that it is not the 
MPAA, or the Legion, or the inde- 
pendents, or the theater owners who 
will eventually decide the issue. It 
is the average movie goer. It’s the 
customer. You, and me, and all of us. 
Every admission ticket purchased is 
a vote in a big free-for-all election, 
in which some 12 billion votes are 
cast world-wide in a single year. Will 
it be more profitable to produce ob- 
jectionable films or decent films? 
You're the voter. You decide. 

But how can you decide? The ads 
for movies are not only suggestive 
and in bad taste, they are very mis- 
leading as well. The MPAA has made 
some gains in cleaning up movie ad- 
vertising, but much still remains to 
be done. The fact remains that you 
cannot judge a film’s moral quality 
by its ads. Yet if you go to see the 
movie just to find out, you have 
already cast your vote. Denouncing a 
film after you have seen it cuts very 
little ice. What is the answer then? 

It is the same one that Protestants, 
Jews, Parent Teacher Associations, 
Educators and Civic Groups find in 
the Legion of Decency and in. its 
ratings. Unfortunately some pastors 
make it difficult to follow Legion 
ratings by not posting them. Many 
periodicals of the Catholic Press also 
fail to run them. However it is pos- 
sible, with a little effort, to determine 
the ratings. Diocesan newspapers fre- 
quently carry them. For a small sub- 
scription fee the Legion Headquarters 
at 453 Madison Avenue, New York, 
22 N. Y. will provide them. 

In 1936 Pope Pius XI called for 
“unceasing universal vigilance” to 
prove that the Legion of Decency was 
not a crusade of short duration. Yet 
today the Legion itself is concerned 
about Catholic apathy on the subject. 
Apathy doesn’t vote at the box office. 

Which way will you cast your 


ballot? T 














) (Continued from November Lamp) 
BEARING WITNESS TO THE CHAIR OF PETER 
| 1: Allegiance To the Pope 


The Brooklyn Citizen of September 2, 
his preaching as follows: 

The Minister General of the Society of the 
Atonement declares that the Pope is the supreme 
head of the Church, and calls upon the Anglican 
communion to repudiate the doctrine of the Reforma- 
tion, which denied the divine right of the Roman 
Pontiff to rule over the Christian Church as the 
true Vicar of Christ on earth. The open-air preaching 
of Father Paul James Francis, the Minister General 
of the Society of the Atonement at the corner of 
Myrtle and Knickerbocker Avenues on Sunday 
afternoons lately has attracted wide attention. It has 
seemed like a return of the times before the Ref- 
ormation to see a friar in the habit of St. Francis 
of Assisi preaching to a crowd in the streets. When 
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Part 2 of a concise and valuable appraisal of Father Paul of Gray- 
moor, a pioneer in the work of Christian Unity ... by Titus Cranny, S.A. 


























Father Paul has collected a_ sufficiently large 
audience he leads the people into St. Barnabas 
Protestant Episcopal Church at Bushwick Avenue 


and Grove Street. 


The newspaper gave the actual statements by Father 
Paul on Christian Unity from the prepared article that 
he submitted. 

There is scarce a band, or company of creatures 

in God’s universe, from the denizens of a bee-hive 

to the choirs of angels in heaven itself, who do not 
possess one of their number to act as a leader and 
preserve unity. In legislative bodies not so much as 
three can 
unless one of the three presides in a chair of unity. 
It is a madman’s dream to contemplate a united 
church without a visible head. If every parish must 
have its rector, and every diocese its bishop, and 
every province its archbishop, how could the whole 
Catholic world exist as one fold without having one 
supreme chief shepherd over all? Did, then, the 


a committee of discharge its function 
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Divine Founder of the Catholic Church in its original 
constitution provide for a permanent head and 
universal shepherd over His flock, to feed the sheep 
with sound doctrine and to protect them from the 
wolves of heresy? The Society of the Atonement 
believes that He did when He said to Peter, “the 
Primate” (St. Matt. X:2) of the Apostles, “Thou art 
Peter and on this rock I will build My Church and the 
gates of hell shall not prevail against it. And I will 
give unto thee the keys of the Kingdom of heaven 
(i.e. the Catholic Church), and whatsoever thou 
shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heaven; and 
whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed 
in Heaven.”... 

The Society further believes that the See of Peter 
is to this very day the city of Rome and that Leo XIII, 
the Roman Pontiff, sitting on the chair of Peter, is 
the Vicar of Jesus Christ and by divine right the 
universal shepherd over the flock of Christ. This 
being so, Church Unity can only be realized by all the 
bishops of the world acknowledging the supremacy 
of the Bishop of Rome as the successor of St. Peter 
and being reconciled with him. A great mountain of 
difficulty stands in the way of such reconciliation 
and only the exercise of the most sublime faith, 
coupled with the greatest charity, can remove. the 
mountain and cast it into the sea. Yet, with God all 
things are possible, and the Society of the Atonement 
believes that it can be accomplished. 


In the long statement, part of which is quoted above 
we find that each professed member of the Society was 
called upon to sign a pledge attesting loyalty to the 
Holy See. Father Paul explained: “In order to emphasize 
the Society’s mission of Church Unity, and at the same 
time to protect, her from containing in her membership 
any who do not love and are not ready to give their 
life for the Anglican Communion, the following sub- 
scription is required of all who shall be professed in any 
of the three orders”: 


Relying alone upon the help of God, I desire to 
make my profession in the Society of the Atonement, 
also to confess my love, loyalty and belief in the 
orders and worship of the Anglican Church, of which 
I am an unworthy member; further, to offer my 
life in her service and the cause of Church Unity, 
the center of which unity I believe to be the 
CHAIR OF PETER, and I pray and believe that 
the happy consummation will be wrought by the 
power of God without danger to the life or polity 
of that part of the Body of Christ know as THE 
ANGLICAN COMMUNION. 


The next day Episcopalian clergymen reacted to the 
proposal. The Citizen reported that Father Paul's state- 
ment caused “much astonishment and some consternation 
among the clergy and laity of the local Episcopal Church. 
Nearly everyone was surprised to learn of the Roman 
movement in the Episcopal Church in this country 
which is based on the same doctrines advanced by a 
clique of High churchmen of the established Church of 
England.” 

There was a differenée of opinion as to the merits of 
Father Paul’s statement. “Some consider the preaching of 
the doctrines advanced by Father Paul to be extremely 
dangerous to the cause of Protestantism and declare that 
the place of those holding such views is in the Roman 
Catholic Church. Others are of the opinion that the 
Protestant Episcopal Church is as broad as Christianity 
itself, and that there is plenty of room therein for even 
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those who acknowledge the Pope as the spiritual ruler of 
Christ’s kingdom on earth. Then, too, many of the Broad 
Churchmen declare that such a propaganda is only an 
attempt to revise the doctrines and institutions of the 
Middle Ages and they believe that the movement will 
make no headway in the Anglican communion, particu- 
larly in America.” 

Some thought the Graymoor Friar was foolish, others 
thought he might be tolerated, and one clergyman referred 
to Father Founder's plan for Christian Unity as “a wild 
erratic vision of an ascetic mind” and accused him of 
“either a Roman education or a Roman bias.” Apparently 
reporters from The Brooklyn Citizen went out to inter- 
view various Anglicans after Father Paul made his report 
in the paper. To read the repercussions of his preach- 
ing is interesting for us now, though at the time they must 
have caused no slight embarrassment. The small com- 
munities of Graymoor suffered much; because of Father 
Paul’s position, distrust and disdain met them from every 
side. In the beginning the Franciscanism of Graymoor 
had been popular in Anglican circles but when Father 
Paul presented his plan for Unity abhorred by his own 
religious body he soon lost what cordiality had been 
extended to him. 

But strangely, even with the newspaper publicity and 
the adverse criticism Father Paul was chosen to speak at 
a meeting of the Long Island archdeaconry, in the autumn 
of 1901. Possibly he was selected because of his wide 
reputation for eloquence or his friendship with the pastor 
for they had been classmates in the seminary. It was 
surely not due to the popularity of his views on Unity. 


2: The Long Island Sermon 


AT any-rate Father Paul was cautioned to preach a 
sermon that the congregation would enjoy, and not one on 
Unity. But stronger than this advice was the conviction 
that he should preach on Unity and under these unusual 
circumstances he chose to speak on this topic so prominent 
in his mind and heart. He began his sermon in a booming 
voice by announcing that the wretched condition of the 
Anglicans was like the lame man outside the temple of 
the Catholic Church. “Why this constant lament every 
year over a deficit in the funds of the foreign and 
domestic Missionary Board?” he asked. “Why such a 
paucity of converts to show for the sums already ex- 
pended? How could the Anglican communion cease being 
such a sorry failure in the missionary conquest of the 
world for Christ?” And he fired home the answer. 
“,..there is one man alone who could speak the word 
of divine power and work the spiritual miracle that is 
necessary. That man is the Pope of Rome, the Successor 
of St. Peter and the Vicar of Christ, now reigning on the 
throne of the Fisherman.” 

There were not many sleeping during this sermon. 
Hearts beat a bit faster and pulses began to pound. The 
preacher in the brown habit spoke of Uniiy, the Unity of 
the Anglicans going to Rome. The people stirred in their 
seats and more than one clergyman had difficulty looking 
composed. Finally, unable to stand the warning any 
longer, an old vestryman arose and shouted: “Let your 
light shine before men that they may see your good works 
and glorify your Father which is in heaven.” This was not 
an exhortation to the preacher, but the offertory sentence 
given as the signal for the collection. Father Paul sat 
down, but the last words he spoke were prophetic—they 
were “The Chair of Peter.” 

The storm of controvery broke out anew. “That Gray- 
moor monk is a madman,” people cried. “Get him out of 
the ministry.” But the threats of an ecclesiastical trial and 
of disposition went unfilled and so the religious from the 
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Hudson highlands returned to his home, unpopular and 
scorned, but peaceful in his own soul, convinced that he 
had obeyed the voice of his conscience. 

After this experience nearly every church of the An- 
glican communion was closed to Father Paul. He was an 
outcast. But love, zeal, and conviction were not so easily 
stifled. Fifteen months later, on the feast of Candlemas, 
1903 (February 2) Father Paul brought forth a new 
publication dedicated to the cause of Christian Unity, 
Tue Lamp. Rather than conveying light and warmth as 
its editor desired, it seemed for the most part only to 
engender the heat of distavor and the black smoke of 
bitterness from its critics. True, there were a few friends, 
but the enemies were in an overwhelming majority. But 
the very first page of the gray-covered, heavily stapled 
magazine left no doubt as to the mind of its editor on the 
mission of Christian Unity. The editorial began as follows: 


Candlemas, the beautiful Feast of the Purifica- 
tion, when she who was ‘the lamp of burnished gold,’ 
came into the Temple, bearing the Light-ot-the- 
World, marks the first appearance of THe Lamp. 
We have lighted it as witness to the Old Faith as 
taught by the English Church before a wicked king 
severed her from the Centre of Unity. We believe 
that not only does our Blessed Lord wish us to pray, 
but to work for Unity: and instead of magnifying dif- 
ferences between ourselves and Rome, we ought to 
minimize them and thus prepare the way for that 
peace which we all long for, as Christians....We 
place THe Lamp under the special protection and 
patronage of Our Immaculate Lady Mary, Queen 
of Heaven, and her Seraphic Knight, St. Francis of 
Assisi, the Saint par excellence of Christian Unity. 


At the conclusion of the editorial he makes this re- 
markable statement of loyalty to the Pope. “Jf anyone 
should be illogical as to maintain that the Church of 
England is the same Catholic, Apostolic Church that was 
in England for nine hundred years before Henry VIII's 
day and ‘yet accuse us of disloyalty because we believe 
in the Pope,’ we would just remind such a one that one of 
the greatest friends and champions the Church of 
England ever had in any age was the Vicar of Christ 
and the Supreme Shepherd over the Catholic Sheepfold. 
St. Augustine, the first Archbishop of Canterbury, had 
more to do than any man with the founding of the 
English Church, but he would never have set foot with 
his forty companions on English soil had not a Pope sent 
him. The Church of England never had a better friend 
than Thomas a Becket, who became a martyr in her 
defence; but oh, what a Papist he was! and what devoted 
sons of the Holy Father at Rome were St. Dunstan and 
St. Anselm and Archbishops Warham, Peckham and 
Arundel. It is because we refuse to recognize Archbishop 
Cranmer and Henry VIII that we would rather go to 
the block with Sir Thomas More and Bishop Fisher than 
deny that the Bishop of Rome is the Successor of St. 
Peter and Head of the Catholic Church.” 

And so began the little Lamp from the lonely spot of 
Graymoor. Its contributors, few in number, were those in 
sympathy with the views of Father Paul, urging Unity 
with Rome, working and praying that such a union might 
be achieved and that the peoples of the world might 
become one in the Fold of Christ, but its readers, espec- 
ially those who received copies gratis from Father Paul, 
were often incensed by his views on Christian Unity. 


3: The Prince of the Apostles 


As A RESULT of several articles by Father Paul and the 
Rev. Spencer Jones of Moreton-on-Marsh, England, a book 





appeared from the Lamp Publishing Company. The Prince 
of the Apostles was the title of the volume, its pages 
bearing witness to the allegiance and to the adherence 
due the Vicar of Christ as Head of the one true Church. 
It was a very unusual book, advocating return to Rome 
for Anglicans, while its joint-authors remained outside 
the one Fold. But this position can be explained by the 
fact that they regarded themselves as Catholics and that 
the unity with Rome should be sought and achieved on 
a large body (or “corporate”) basis rather than that of 
individuals. At the same time they entertained the hope 
that Rome would allow them to be united to the Pope 
as a separate rite somewhat as some schismatic groups 
have done. 

The appearance of the book was due largely to the 
suggestion of Mother Lurana and the first chapter, “The 
Open Mind” was largely written by her. On page 14 we 
find this idea which was probably the thought of Mother 
Lurana: 


The purpose of the forthcoming volume is to pre- 
sent to Anglo-Catholics a careful study of the pre- 
rogatives of St. Peter, as Prince of the Apostles, and 
the relation we should assume to the Apostolic See of 
Rome in order to save the Anglican Communion from 
a relapse into the same unhappy conditions of unbe- 
lief and worldliness which succeeded the Laudian re- 
vival and the era of the Caroline divines. Unless some 
new forward impulse can be given to the Catholic Re- 
vival of the last century, reaction towards this destruc- 
tive criticism and bald rationalism is inevitable, and 
this new volume is designed as a contribution to the 
solution of the grave problem that confronts the 
Catholic wing of the Anglican Church at the present 
hour. 


The book was dedicated “To the Honor of the Illus- 
trious Archbishops St. Anselm and St. Thomas of Canter- 
bury...in Thanksgiving for their Example and in the 
hope of Their Intercession.” The propositions put forward 
were these: 

1. The recognition of the enterprise of reunion all 
over the world as a genuine movement of our time. 
2. The realization that changes can be made only 
within certain limits beyond which every notion of 
corporate reunion is destroyed. 

3. The admission that England is to change, not 
Rome. 


Of the fourteen chapters Father Paul wrote Chapters 
I, Ill, sections 3 and 5, VII, VIII, IX, X, XI, XIII, XIV. 
In the first chapter Father Paul pleaded for an open 
mind on the part of those who consider the Church. He 
begged his readers to look to Rome as the center of 
authority. Is not the Bishop of Rome the Successor of 
St. Peter and if there are heresies who can decide an 
issue if Rome cannot? Where, then, is the authority if 
not in the See of Peter? And he continued his thought 
with the wish: “...may the Anglican Church re- 
main true to herself and yet listen to that Voice; may 
she make its authority her authority, and compel her 
wayward children to listen.” It is interesting to note 
that he severely criticised Fuller’s work The Primitive 
Saints and the See of Rome, a book which he had 
warmly praised and for which he had a high regard 
when in Omaha. 

The little work had a remarkable effect upon those 
who read it, and was instrumental in bringing many 
converts into the Catholic Church. Non-Catholics often 
referred to it es “the best exposition” on the Papacy 


THAT ALL MAY BE ONE - (he Zana - 31 








(perhaps they had never read a Catholic treatise on it) 
and it served as a guide to many in their journey to the 
true Church of Christ. 

Father Vincent McNabb, O.P., famous Dominican from 
England who had written many times on the subject 
of Reunion, wrote a book review of The Prince of the 
Apostles in the American Ecclesiastical Review. Under 
the caption “The Romeward Trend in the 
Church” he wrote as follows: 


Anglican 


The book under review is not professedly a work 
of pioneers. It is not so much a discovery as a Creed, 
The most important fact is not what is said but who 
have said it. We set even more store by the authors 
than by the scholarship. And if we may be allowed 
the phrase, we find the title page the weightiest 
page in the book. 

From the first to the last there is hardly a phrase 
to jar the ears of the most convinced Roman Catho- 
lic. Most of the matter is familiar to Catholic students 
who have made the acquaintance of the treatise 
De Ecclesia. Some of the matter is unfamiliar; yet 
fresh and apt. But all the doctrine, whether familiar 
or unfamiliar, has the ring of true Catholic dogma. 
And the book is published not by a professor of 
Oscott or Stonyhurst, but by an Anglican Vicar in 
the Cotswold and the head of an Anglican brother- 
hood in the United States. 

To understand it we must understand what has 
been so well called “The Oxford Movement.” It was 
essentially a movement. Beginning in a common- 
room, it moved the Colleges; it moved the Univer- 
sity; it moved the Kingdom; it moved Christendom. 
And it is still moving. Nothing kills it; few things 
can even delay it. Every weapon forged against it, 
ends by fighting its battles. It has been put to 
ridicule; and the laugh has turned against those 
who raised the laugh. It has been titled against 
episcopal charges; and it has won its way to the 
bench of bishops. 

There were and still are two opinions as to its 
terminus. Most of the men who started it and nearly 
all the bishops who have lost their time, and _ their 
peace of mind, trying to stop it, were agreed it meant 
Rome. Newman, who made it and made a theory for 
it, and then gave up the theory and it—Newman, 
who knew it was and whither it was moving, if 
any man did, gave a course of lectures that are part 
of our national literature, to show that the home 
of the movement is union with the Holy See. To 
him the homeward movement was and must be a 
Romeward movement. It began in the common- 
room at Oriel, and can end only under the dome of 
St. Peter's. 

And Father Paul fully subscribed to the opening 
words of the preface of the book, although he did not 
write this section: “Every effort toward the Reunion of 
Christendom assumes at the outset that the existing divi- 
sions and contradictions amongst Christians constitute a 
broad reversal of that state of unity which is prescribed 
for us by our Saviour... The aim of this book, then, is 
to broach the argument for the other side, and to claim 
to speak openly, to work honestly, and to pray earnestly 
for the reunion of the Church of England with the 
Church of Rome; to discuss at the proper time and in the 
proper place the ways and means by which it appears, 
such a consummation may be achieved.” On this passage 
Father McNabb commented: “Our only comment on this 
honest statement of policy is that no words could be 
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that 


calculated to bridge the gulf 
yawns between the various Christian bodies.” 

Several months after the publication of the book 
Father Paul determined to form an organization of clergy 
and laity who recognized the Pope as the divinely con 
stituted Vicar of Christ on lines similar to the English 
Church Union which was guided for many years by its 
president, Lord Halifax. 

With the hope of promoting the enterprise, Father 
Paul sent out invitations to various interested persons 
for a dinner at the Roma Cate, New York City, February 
10, 1908. After the evening dinner the conference began 
with Father Paul presiding. It must have been a colorful 
little gathering with seven clergymen, two seminarians 
from the General Theological Seminary of New York 
City, and fourteen laymen grouped around the brown 
garbed Friar from Graymoor. According to its temporary 
constitution the officers were chosen from the laymen 
present and the clergy were represented on the executive 
board. It was called the Anglo-Roman Union. 

Father Paul and the others desired to keep the meet- 
ing as quiet as possible; any unwanted publicity would 
mean losing face for some. Still the New York Sun heard 
of the meeting through some channel and reporters burst 
in upon the meeting just as it was coming to a close; they 
would not leave until they received the names of the 
officers, much to the chagrin of those elected. Although 
three of the four officers resigned because of this un- 
sought publicity, others were found to take their places 
and the Anglo-Roman Union continued according to 
its constitutions. 

It will be remembered that this meeting was held and 
the Union constituted just about two weeks after the first 
Unity Octave was held the previous January. And though 
the Union was short-lived, its existence does indicate 
how earnest was Father Paul’s desire to find a means of 
accomplishing Christian Unity. 

Not long after the Anglo-Roman Union meeting Fa- 
ther Paul wrote to Cardinal Gibbons of Baltimore to secure 
an appointment. He received a reply stating the interview 
was scheduled for March 5, at 10 o'clock. Arriving at 
the appointed time, Father Paul was ushered into the 
Cardinal's private study where he was vested for a Pon- 
tifical Requiem Mass which was to begin shortly. Under 
these conditions a satisfactory visit was unlikely, but at 
once Father Paul made known his business, stating the 


plainer and more 


position of the Society, of THe Lamp and its message of 
Christian Unity. 

Cardinal Gibbons answered with words of deep 
meaning for Father Paul: “If we had the Anglicans with 
us, we should conquer the world.” Later these words 
became a challenge for the friar as he sought to bring 
the Anglican people back into the true Church. But the 
further advice of the Cardinal was dismaying: “You are 
in good faith, be patient and follow the leading and 
guidance of the Holy Spirit.” With that remark the 
Cardinal arose, bade his visitor farewell, and went to the 
Cathedral for holy Mass. Somewhat crestfallen, Father 
Paul told the Cardinal's Secretary of the advice and his 
own disappointment. “You Archbishop 
Falconio,” was the answer, “he’s a Franciscan and he 
receives THE Lamp every month.” So immediately after 
he arrived home at Graymoor Father Paul sent a letter 
to the Apostolic Delegate asking for an appointment. The 
Archbishop replied that he was going to Rome in the near 
future and would be unable to see him but upon his 
return in August he would be glad to do so, 


ought to see 


(Continued in January Lamp) 
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Just Off the Press 





For a concise and valuable appraisal of 
Father Paul of Graymoor as a pioneer 
in the work of Christian Unity .. . read 
Father Paul: Apostle of Unity. 





For his work on the Chair of Unity 
Octave and other forms of the aposto- 
late in bringing souls to God . . . read 
Father Paul: Apostle of Unity. 


For his role in beginning and fostering 
devotion to the Mother of God under the 
beautiful and distinct title of Our Lady 
of the Atonement . . . read Father Paul: 





Apostle of Unity. 





A book for every lover of Graymoor, 
every admirer of Father Paul, every one 
interested in Unity, and every devotee of 
Our Lady. Order Now! 











Send for your copy today $ 00 


Postpaid in U.S., Possessions, Canada & Philippines i COPY 


Other Informative and Interesting Unity Pamphlets 


We have many items on the Church and the 
Apostolate of Unity for reading throughout 
the year. To be a well-informed and apostolic 
Catholic read the following booklets: 


Apostolic Letter of Pope Pius IX to Protestants 

and Other non-Catholics 

Written in connection with the convocation of the Vatican 
Council inviting non-Catholics to enter the Church; especially 
suited for these days when unity is so much desired by all. 
Study outline added. 

Order No. 4 5¢ each; ni $3. 50 per | 100 





At-One-M ent — By Very Rev. . Sines Edward M. sé, 

Through the satisfaction of Christ on the Cross, a reconcilia- 
tion was achieved between God and the hum in race. To par- 
ticipate in this reconciliation men must be “at one” with the 
truth of Christ, with the way of Christ and with the life of 
Christ. In this way there will be one fold and one Shepherd. 
Order No. 10-1-2 5¢ each; $3.50 per 100 





Our Lady and the Unity ‘Queve 

—By Rev. Titus Cranny, $.A. Devotion to Our Lady has been 
associated with the growth and spread of the Octave. This 
study surveys the Octave intentions with Our Lady’s special 
relation to each of them. 


Order No. 11-13 15¢ each; 7 for $1.00; $12.00 per 100 


Conversion and Grace 


— By Rev. Edmond D. Benard, S.T.D., Ph.D. A popular ex- 
amination of conversion pointing up the necessity a external 
and internal grace without which no one can become a 
Catholic. It recalls the words of Our Lord, “No man can 
come to me, except the Father who sent me draw him. 

Order No. 10-1-4 5s each; $3.50 per 100 


The Church of Jesus Christ — By By Rov. Charles Boyer, S.J. 
One of the great problems of the Protestant Ecumenical 
Movement is to determine the nature of the Church. This is 
intended to make a contribution to their search for truth. 
After surveying the Scriptures and history, he comes up with 
the only answer possible. 


Order No. 11-9 15¢ each; 7 for $1.00; $12.00 per 100 


CHAIR OF UNITY OCTAVE, National Office 
Franciscan Friars of the Atonement 
Graymoor, Garrison, N. Y 
Please send me __. copies of Father Paul: Apostle of Unity. 
Also send me the following pamphlets: 
—e 10-1-2_ 0 ssd-T_ sd 1g 
Ouantity Quantity Quantity Quantity Quanti ty 


Please Print 
Address __ ilnentiindipisennpininaensiey 


Ce aia a Zone —— 
[ ] Remittance enclosed (We pay Postage) 
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PRAY 


that all may be one 


CHAIR OF UNITY OCTAVE - JANUARY 18 to 25 


Sponsored by the GRAYMOOR FRIARS, GARRISON, N. Y. 





